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Message from the VSO: Army Veteran, Celestina Traver M.A.

“It’s already Spring Time and yet so much has taken place in 
our Veteran community and in our office. We have increased 
by approximately 2000 veterans in our case load. In the last 
three months our office has really made progress with 
creating partnerships with many Veteran Organizations, 
community and County offices. This allows us to connect you 
with more services when you are in need. In our lobby, we 
have a job folder with many businesses that are currently 
hiring. We also have a pamphlet with many Shasta County 
Veteran Friendly business that give you a veteran’s discount. 
KCNR has allotted me an hour to speak from 8 am to 9 am 
about Veterans news and update on the last Wednesday of 
each month. I am inviting all to call in or send a message to 
their on-line website with questions you have for me to 
answer. We look forward to continuing to serve Shasta 
County Veterans and their families.”

Troy Payne

tpayne@co.shasta.ca.us

Veterans Services Rep 

U.S. Army 

Patrick Meehan

pmeehan@co.shasta.ca.us

Veterans Services Rep 

U.S. Navy 

Renee Cotter

rcotter@co.shasta.ca.us

Veterans Services Rep 

U.S. Army 
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Soldiers, Sailors and Airmen of the Allied Expeditionary 
Force: You are about to embark upon the Great Crusade, 
toward which we have striven these many months. The 
eyes of the world are upon you. The hope and prayers of 
liberty-loving people everywhere march with you.
Your task will not be an easy one. Your enemy is well 
trained, well equipped and battle-hardened. He will fight 
savagely.
But this is the year 1944! The tide has turned! The free men 
of the world are marching together to victory!
I have full confidence in your courage, devotion to duty and 
skill in battle.
We will accept nothing less than full victory!
Good luck! And let us all beseech the blessing of Almighty 
God upon this great and noble undertaking.”
—Gen. Dwight D. Eisenhower, Supreme Allied Commander, 

6 June 1944.

Did you know………..D-Day Was Initially Set for 1 Day Earlier:
A lot of weather-related requirements were necessary to pull D-Day off. The day needed 
to be long for maximum air power usage; a near-full moon was needed to help guide 
ships and airborne troops; and the tides had to be strong enough to expose beach 
obstacles at low tide and float supply-filled landing vehicles far onto the beach during 
high tide. H-Hour was also crucial in that it relied on those tides to be rising at that time. 
There also had to be an hour of daylight just beforehand for bombardment accuracy.
Only nine days in May and June seemed to fit those requirements, so commanders 
eventually settled on June 5; however, thanks to forecasts that showed a short window of 
good weather that day, Gen. Eisenhower decided last-minute to switch D-Day to the early 
hours of June 6.

https://www.historyonthenet.com/eisenhower-d-day/


Memorial Day is a solemn day of remembrance for 
everyone who has died serving in the American 
Armed Forces. The holiday, originally known as 
Decoration Day, started after the Civil War to honor 
the Union and Confederate soldiers who had died. 
This day became an official federal holiday in 1971.

May 30th

Did you Know….
On June 28, 1968, 
Congress passed the 
Uniform Monday 
Holiday Act, which 
moved four 
holidays, including 
Memorial Day, from 
their traditional 
dates to a specified 
Monday in order to 
create a convenient 
three-day weekend. 
The change moved 
Memorial Day from 
its traditional May 
30 date to the last 
Monday in May.

While the first commemorative Memorial Day
events weren’t held in the US until the late 19th

century, the practice of honoring those who 
have fallen in battle dates back thousands of 
years. The ancient Greeks and Romans held 
annual days of remembrance for loved ones 
(including soldiers) each year, festooning their 
graves with flowers and holding public festivals 
and feasts in their honor. In Athens, public 
funerals for fallen soldiers were held after each 
battle, with the remains of the dead on display 
for public mourning before a funeral procession 
took them to their internment in the 
Kerameikos, one of the city’s most prestigious 
cemeteries. One of the first known public 
tributes to war dead was in 431 B.C., when the 
Athenian general and statesman Pericles 
delivered a funeral oration praising the sacrifice 
and valor of those killed in the Peloponnesian 
War—a speech that some have compared in 
tone to Abraham Lincoln’s Gettysburg Address.

Memorial    
27th- NorCal Veterans 
Cemetery at 5:55pm 

Day Events 
30th Convention Center-Vet Grove
11am – 12 Free Lunch

http://www.history.com/topics/holidays/memorial-day-history


POW/MIA Table
The TABLE is small and set for one to 
show our everlasting concern for our 

missing men

The TABLECLOTH is white 
symbolizing the purity of their 

motives when answering the call of 
duty

The SINGLE RED ROSE displayed in a 
vase, reminds us of the life of each of 
the missing, and their loved ones and 
friends of these Americans who keep 

the faith, awaiting their return

The VASE is tied with a yellow 
ribbon, symbol of our continued 
determination to account for our 

missing

The CANDLE is lit reminiscent of the 
light of hope, which lives in our 

hearts to illuminate their way home, 
to the open arms of a grateful nation

A SLICE OF LEMON is on the bread 
plate to remind us of the bitter fate 
of those captured and missing in a 

foreign land

A PINCH OF SALT symbolized the 
tears endured by those missing and 

their families as they wait

The BIBLE represents the strength 
gained through faith to sustain those 

lost from our country, founded as 
one nation under God

The GLASS is inverted to symbolize 
their inability to share this 

afternoon’s toast

The CHAIR is empty-they are missing



Shasta County 

April:

• 5th and 6th -Home on the Range an Annual Fundraiser for 

Faith Works Transitional Housing – Win River  242-1492

• 6th Shasta State Historic Park presents the 2019 Poppy 

Festival –located at HWY 299 West 243-8194

• 9th VFW Post 1934 FREE Veterans Lunch 12:30

• 6th Voices of the “Golden Ghosts”- Shasta College Theater 

7pm FREE

• 20th Big League Dreams Show and Shine 6:30pm –

9:30pm 20155 Viking Way, Redding 

• 24th Redding Drag Strip Show and Shine

• 26th Kool April Nights Cruise

May: 

• 8th VE DAY WWII (May 8, 1945–when the Allies accepted Nazi Germany's official 

surrender–had previously been dubbed “Victory in Europe Day,” or “V-E Day.”)

• 10th Cottonwood Kiddie Parade & Bed Races 

6:00pm – 7:00pm Front Street, Cottonwood

• 14th VFW Post 1934 FREE Veterans Lunch – 1934 

Oregon Street

• 13th Cottonwood Mothers Day Parade 1:00pm – 3:00pm

• 15th – 18th Redding Rodeo 

• 27th Nor Cal Veterans Cemetery Memorial Tribute   

5:55pm

• 30th Memorial Day Tribute at the Convention Center 

Vet Grove 11am –12pm with Free Lunch

June:

• 6th D-Day WWII – see page 3 

• 11th VFW Post 1934 – FREE Veterans Lunch 1934 

Oregon Street



Did you receive a letter regarding your IU from the VA? 
Did it look something like this?
Give us a call or stop by our office! 

With the VA

Veterans Non- Service Connected Pension is a needs-based benefit 
paid to eligible wartime Veterans who meet certain age or disability 

requirements. 
Veterans may be eligible if they:

*were discharged from service under other than dishonorable conditions, 
AND served 90 days or more of active duty with at least 1 day during a 
period of war time; *or, if entered service after September 7, 1980, at least 
24 months or the full period for which called or ordered to active duty (a 
minimum of 90 days is required) with at least 1 day during a period of 
wartime, AND have countable family income that is below the amount set 
by Congress (unreimbursed medical expenses may reduce countable 
income), AND net worth is not excessive, AND are age 65 or older, OR have 
a permanent and total non-service connected disability(ies); *are a patient 
in a nursing home receiving skilled nursing care, OR; are receiving Social 
Security disability benefits. COME AND SEE US

https://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&ved=2ahUKEwjF7Y_moaXhAhU7HzQIHTdhAqsQjRx6BAgBEAU&url=https://www.counterring.net/what-is-poor-pension-advice/&psig=AOvVaw1AEkaRsxln-9j0e69-M0KW&ust=1553877189661987
https://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=2ahUKEwj-6K3dsKXhAhVqhlQKHU6FArUQjRx6BAgBEAU&url=https://www.ebay.com/itm/Dollar-Sign-Decal-Sticker-TONS-OF-OPTIONS-/191596778935&psig=AOvVaw1pKMADcsKx0CBU4mgGF5pK&ust=1553881204415040
https://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=2ahUKEwj-6K3dsKXhAhVqhlQKHU6FArUQjRx6BAgBEAU&url=https://www.ebay.com/itm/Dollar-Sign-Decal-Sticker-TONS-OF-OPTIONS-/191596778935&psig=AOvVaw1pKMADcsKx0CBU4mgGF5pK&ust=1553881204415040


Please call or email your Shasta County 
Veteran Representative with questions

Thank you!
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Victim to Victor Story
Many of us have a story to tell about how we 

became the person we present to the world. 

We see you- and we honor you
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Navy Veteran ~ Elizabeth  



What has the Office been up to this last Quarter? 

Here is a small look!

Celestina Traver

March 20 at 6:43 AM · 

Wish me luck today, first 

time speaking about my 

story to an audience. It's 

honoring women in the 

military month. The 

trailblazers of history. I 

have done many speeches, 

but this will be different. 

God is not finish 

developing me yet.

Senior & Veterans 
Fraud Prevention Fair

Parsons Elementary 
Honors Veterans 

Wounded 
Warrior 

Veteran Job Fair
Tour and 

Interviews at the 
Veterans Home 

and Simpson 
University

VSO on 
Carl Bott

Last Wednesday of the 
Month 8am – 9am

Manning the 
Watch with 

Doc &

https://www.facebook.com/celestina.traver?__tn__=,dC-R-R&eid=ARBlp_4CiAfQYKSS_b7qT9HNbTihpDYgnKr2t1snAMjjwySopsAcz66_Dsa4wwbVhhUQiAnZ-77vGDuQ&hc_ref=ARS6BDsOfwkzlD7SqUnun2C-8szK5tDAgSOFYneFkYCm0q0bOEayNbjwG055JQ2K6wQ&fref=nf
https://www.facebook.com/celestina.traver/posts/10214052751054051


Welcome Home 
Vietnam Veterans Day 

Event
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Shasta County 
Veteran Services 

Office

Office: 530-225-5616
Fax: 530-245-6464

Walk-in only, No Appointments

Hours of Operation

Monday~Friday
8:30am – 11:30am 

1pm-4pm 

Address
1855 Shasta Street
Redding, CA 96001

OUR MISSION STATEMENT
TO PROMOTE THE HEALTH, SAFETY, AND WELFARE OF LOCAL VETERANS AND THEIR DEPENDENTS BY ADVOCATING ON 

THEIR BEHALF TO THE DEPARTMENT OF VETERANS AFFAIRS AND FEDERAL APEALS COURT IN ORDER TO PROVIDE THEM 
WITH BENEFITS AND SERVICES TO WHICH THEY MAY BE ENTITLED.

Veterans Serving Veterans 

Items to bring with you:
• DD-214 
• Picture ID
Remember: if you lost your separation paperwork from the military, 
regardless of when, we can order it for you. 
Visit our webpage for printable checklists.

vso@co.shasta.ca.us


