
Juvenile Justice Coordinating Council Meeting 

Wednesday, June 29, 2016 

First 5 Shasta, 393 Park Marina Circle, Redding 

Meeting Minutes  

 
Attendee: 

MEMBERS Title or Agency Present Absent 

Tracie Neal Chairman, Chief Probation Officer X  

Tom Bosenko Shasta County Sheriff/Coroner X  

Jodie Van Ornum Shasta County Office of Education X  

Rachelle Modena Shasta County Child Abuse Prevention 

Coordinating Council 

X 

 

 

Judge Monique McKee Shasta County Superior Court          X 

Bill Schappell Shasta County Board of Supervisors X  

Rocky Harpham Anderson Police Department  X 

Stephanie Bridgett Chief Deputy District Attorney X  

Steve MacFarland Chairman, Juvenile Justice Commission X  

Donnell Ewert HHSA Social Services Branch         X     

Dianna Wagner HHSA Mental Health Branch  X 

Robert Paoletti Chief, Redding Police Department X  

Vacant Public Defender’s Office   

Susan Wilson Youth Violence Prevention Council X  

Tom Wright Wright Education, Inc.  X 

    

ALTERNATES  ***** ***** 

Jeffery Gorder Public Defender’s Office X  

    

GUESTS  ***** ***** 

David Yorton Guest – County Counsel X  

Erin Ceccarelli Guest – Probation  X  

Twyla Carpenter Guest – Probation  X  

Sarah Till Guest – Probation X  

Els Prigmore Guest – Shasta Union High School District X  

Jim Cloney Guest – Shasta Union High School District X  

Jim Harrell Guest – Gateway Unified School District X  

Heidi Brahms Guest – Shasta County Office of Education X  

Joan Jeffery Guest – Shasta County Office of Education X  

Liz Leslie Guest – HHSA Mental Health Branch X  

 

 

Meeting was called to order at 1:01 p.m.   A quorum was present.  Introductions were made. 

Public Comment 



No public comment 

Approval of Minutes. 

Robert Paoletti moved to approve the minutes of the April 27, 2016; Steve MacFarland seconded; motion 

passed.  8 Ayes, 0 Noes, and 3 Abstentions. 

Financial Report 

None     

Discussion Item 

School Panel – Els Prigmore, Jim Cloney, Jodie Van Ornum, Jim Harrell, Heidi Brahms and Joan Jeffery   

What approach are schools taking regarding drug/alcohol treatment referrals/programs for youth found to 

have sub stance use issues?  

 Heidi Brahms stated that Tobacco Use Prevention and Education (TUPE) provides a small amount of funding 

for prevention and education.  These dollars are used to pay for subcontracts with community partners for 

diversion and education services focused on the use of alcohol, drugs, and tobacco.  In addition, Shasta County 

Office of Education offers technical assistance to county schools and support and collaboration with 

community partners using TUPE funding.    There are other  competitive grants available but they are difficult 

to maintain because of the data collection requirements.  The funding is minimal (about $15 per student per 

school 6-12th grade) and often not worth the amount of time needed to provide the data.  All schools in Shasta 

County (100%) are certified Tobacco free.   

Is the approach generally punitive or is there a more supportive approach that explores the underlying 

causes of the substance use (e.g. family situation, underlying mental illness, traumas, etc.)? 

Jim Cloney said that if a youth is caught with drugs or alcohol they can either attend the drug and alcohol 

diversion program that is contracted out to Steps to Tomorrow Counseling Center or they can  transfer to 

alternative education.  Most pick the diversion program.  It’s a six week program on Monday nights that 

requires both parent and student attendance.  90% of the youth who participate in this program do not 

reoffend.  Steps to Tomorrow offers counseling one day a week at the schools for follow-up.   Two time repeat 

offenders are transferred to alternative education and Steps to Tomorrow offers counseling five days a week 

at the alternative school.  Counselors can also refer students who have not been caught but need the services.  

Students can self-refer to the program specialist for counseling.   

Tom Bosenko mentioned that pill collection boxes have been a great success.  Collection sites are located at 

Anderson Police Department, Redding Police Department, and the Sheriff Department’s Offices in Shasta Lake 

and Burney.   

Jodie Van Ornum said that staff work within existing resources to get intervention services for the youth who 

are experiencing mental health issues  Bridges to Success is one of these programs. Currently there are 379  

youth in Shasta County who have been determined to need mental health interventions.  These students 

receive services through Shasta County Mental Health based on need.   The larger challenge can be those 



youth who have not been referred and are not receiving the services they need.  Pioneer school has mentors 

that will come to the school to assist these kids.    

There was a discussion related to the various factors that deter a student from success in school and what can 

be done to help correct them.  These items included homelessness, parent involvement (or the lack of), and 

labeling of the children related to prior behavior.   

What gaps to schools see in drug/alcohol treatment options for local youth?   Jim Harrell stated that what 

they need is to get the resources to the schools.  It is difficult for some parents to get their kids to the services 

and, when the parents are responsible for the transportation to services, many children do not receive the 

needed services.  School based wellness centers are becoming more popular in larger school districts, 

unfortunately the schools in Shasta County are small enough that school based wellness centers are cost 

prohibitive  

Action Items 

None  

Other Items for discussion/future agenda items 

There was a discussion about the reasons behind lower arrest rates for juveniles and the declining population 

in the Juvenile Rehabilitation Facility (JRF).     Rob Paoletti stated that in some cases the police officers are 

having discussions with the minors rather than issuing formal citations in an effort to practice restorative 

rather than punitive justice.   Sarah Till stated that in addition to the lower referrals, minors that commit lower 

level crimes and can return home safely are not kept in the JRF.  The minors kept in the JRF are only those who 

are those who are higher risk.     

Next meeting schedule  

To be determined at a later date.   

Individual comments from Board members 

None 

 Adjourn 

 Meeting adjourned 2:50 PM. 


