Media Briefing Policy
The Shasta County Health and Human Services Agency’s Public Information Office (PIO)
provides the general public and professional journalists with information about the Agency and
its work. One tool the PIO uses to share information is media briefings, either in person or
online. At these briefings, reporters from media organizations are invited to ask questions of
local health officials that relate to the topic of the briefing. Such briefings are only open to
participation from media organizations.
A “media organization” is defined as follows: An entity that has as its principal business the
regular gathering and reporting of original news for the public, that disseminates its reporting
through publicly accessible media, and that has operated continuously for the past two years. A
media organization can distribute information in any medium (print, television, radio,
electronic, or otherwise) and can exist as any form of business or other entity. We require the
applicant to operate or to be employed by a media organization because individuals so engaged
are more likely to regularly and broadly disseminate information about the Agency to the
public. Participants can satisfy this requirement through readily available documentation or a
record of publications.
Those who wish to be considered for participation should submit the following documentation
to HHSA@co.shasta.ca.us. Please be advised that representatives of a media organization will
not be permitted to participate until compliance with the policy has been verified. Each person
participating in media briefings must show:
1.

The person operates or is employed by a media organization.

2.

To qualify as a “media organization,” there must be evidence presented of the
following:
i. The entity has as its principal business the regular gathering and
reporting of original news for the public.
ii. The entity disseminates its reporting through publicly accessible media
(print, television, radio, electronic, or otherwise)
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iii. The entity has operated continuously for the past two years.
Reporters who have requested participation and meet required criteria include:
•

•

•

•

•

•

Record Searchlight: General circulation newspaper owned by USA Today, founded in
1938 by John P. Scripps Newspaper Group.
o Staff (https://www.redding.com/contact/staff/)
 Damon Arthur
 Nada Atieh
 David Benda
 Matt Brannon
 Michele Chandler
 Mike Chapman
 Jessica Skropanic
 Jenny Espino
KRCR-TV: Television news, owned by Sinclair Broadcast Group, founded in 1956 as KVIPTV and took on ABC affiliation in 1978.
o Staff (https://krcrtv.com/station/people):
 Mike Mangas
 Tamara Damante
 Dylan Brown
 Darren Leeds
 Sade Browne
 Daisy Caballero
 Alexandria Williams
Action News Now (KHSL, KNVN, the CW, and Telemundo in the Chico-Redding DMA):
Television news. KHSL-TV 12 signed on Aug. 26, 1953.
o Staff (https://www.actionnewsnow.com/aboutus/meet-our-news-team/)
 Ana Torea
 Karen Alvarez
KQMS, 1670 AM: News talk radio. Owned by Stevens Media Group; first signed on the
air as a music station in the 1940s.
o Staff (https://www.kqms.com/contact/)
 Steve Gibson
A News Café, www.anewscafe.com: Online newsmagazine founded in 2007.
o Staff (https://anewscafe.com/our-talent/):
 Doni Chamberlain
 Jon Lewis
North State Public Radio, www.mynspr.org:
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o Staff (https://www.mynspr.org/people/category/6): Public radio. Went on the
air April 22, 1969, as KCHO.
 Andre Byik
 Kelly Frost

Whenever possible, the PIO will provide public access to watch these briefings, either through
social media or on its website.
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