


“5150!  That was a great 
album by Van Halen; 

one of their best!  
1986 right?  

What a great summer!”

Um… wrong 
5150 dude.
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To end the inappropriate, 
indefinite, and involuntary
commitment of mentally 
disordered persons, people 
with developmental 
disabilities, and persons 
impaired by chronic 
alcoholism, and to eliminate 
legal disabilities; 



To provide 
prompt 
evaluation and 
treatment of 
persons with 
serious mental 
disorders or 
impaired by 
chronic 
alcoholism; 



To guarantee and 
protect public 
safety;



To safeguard individual 
rights through judicial 
review;



To provide 
individualized 

treatment, 
supervision, & 

placement 
services by a 

conservatorship 
program for 

gravely disabled 
persons; 



To encourage the 
full use of all 
existing agencies, 
professional 
personnel & public 
funds to 
accomplish these 
objectives & to 
prevent duplication 
of services and 
unnecessary 
expenditures; 



To protect mentally 
disordered persons  & 
developmentally disabled 
persons from criminal acts.





California law allows police (& other 
specifically designated professionals*) 
to take you into custody if they believe 
that, due to a mental disorder, you are :

1. A danger to yourself 
2. A danger to someone else
3. Gravely disabled – unable to 

provide for your basic personal 
needs of food, clothing or shelter.

*Updated Shasta County BoS resolution 
dated 6/20/12 (10 professions).  
Authority ends if employment in 

designated role ends.
Requires annual training.



“My name is John Smith.  I am a 
peace officer with Redding 
Police.  You are not under 

criminal arrest, but I am taking 
you for examination by mental 

health professionals at 
___________.  You will be told 

your rights by the mental 
health staff.  

You may bring a few personal 
items with you, which I will 

have to approve.  You can make 
a phone call and/or leave a 

note to tell your friends/family 
where you have been taken. “ 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Section 5157 (c) & (d) of the Welfare and Institutions Code requires that each person admitted for 72-hour evaluation be given specific information orally and in writing, and a record of the advisement be kept in the patient’s medical record.  The person taking you into custody must take reasonable precautions to safeguard your property.  Under this law you will be taken to a psychiatric or designated LPS facility.



“My name is Gale Nightin .  My 
position here is psychiatrist.  You 

are being placed into the 
psychiatric unit because it is our 
professional opinion that, as a 

result of mental disorder, you are 
likely to: (check applicable) harm 
yourself, harm someone else, be 
unable to take care of your own 

food, clothing, and housing 
needs.  We feel this is true 

because_____.  You will be held 
on the ward for a period up to 72 

hours.  This does not include 
weekends or holidays.  Your 72 

hour period will begin____. 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Upon arrival at the psychiatric hospital or LPS designated facility, professional staff may detain you for up to 72 hours if they , too, find you a danger to self, danger to others and/or gravely disabled due to a mental disorder.  You must be given written notice of why you are being held.  While you are being detained up to 72 hours, the hospital must evaluate you.  This evaluation consists of a multidisciplinary analysis of medical psychological, educational, social, financial and legal situation.



“During these 72 hours you will 
be evaluated by the hospital 
staff, and you may be given 

treatment, including 
medications.  

It is possible for you to be 
released before the end of the 

72 hours.  But if the staff decides 
you need continued treatment 

you can be held for a longer 
period of time.  If you are held 
longer than 72 hours you have 

the right to a lawyer and a 
qualified interpreter and a 

hearing before a judge.  If you 
are unable to pay for the lawyer, 
then one will be provided free.”

Presenter
Presentation Notes
California laws have established the right or involuntary patients to accept of refuse to take psychotropic medications.  You can only be given these medications after the doctor has given you written and verbal information about the effects and side effects and you have given your informed consent.  However, you may be given the medications involuntarily if there is a specifically defined emergency of if it is determined IN A HEARING that you lack the ability to make a decision about taking the medication.



The hospital is under no obligation 
to hold you for the full 72 hours.

The psychiatrist should release you 
prior to the end of the 72 hours if 

he or she believes you no longer 
require evaluation or treatment.  



By the end of 72 hours one 
of 3 things will happen:

1)You will be released.

2)You will have signed in as 
a voluntary patient.

3)You will be put on a 14 
day involuntary hold 
(“certification for 
intensive treatment”).



5585: Children’s Civil 
Commitment and Mental 
Health Treatment Act of 1988

Presenter
Presentation Notes
A minor, for the purposes of LPS, is anyone under the age of 18 who is not married, a member of the armed forces or declared emancipated by a court of law.A minor is considered gravely disabled if as a result of a mental health disorder, he or she is unable to use elements of life which are essential to health, safety and development, including food, clothing and shelter, even though these are provided by others.Except for the special grave disability criterion and a more extensive evaluation, minors are treated the same as adults with respect to LPS involuntary detentions and have the same legal rights.  If they meet one or more detention criteria and if evaluation and treatment are indicated, minors may be treated even against the wishes of their parents or guardian.Minor wards of the court cannot involuntarily be placed in inpatient psychiatric facilities by the court system; LPS must be followed.
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5150
• A California Welfare and Institutions code referring to 

a legally sanctioned 72-hour psychiatric hold
• Placed by authorized persons to assess and obtain 

involuntary treatment
• For an adult who is suspected to be a “danger to 

him/herself, a danger to others and/or gravely 
disabled.  

• For minors the correct code is 5585.  



Questions?

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Is a 5150 hold public record? A 72-hour psychiatric hold, from a legal standpoint, is considered a medical record in most cases. This prohibits a 5150 request from being accessed by anyone as a legal public record.Once you have been ''5150''...how does that effect your future job employment or other such areas? Prospective employers cannot ask and you do not have to tell them about your medical history. It is confidential and not subject to consideration for a job. Once a job has been offered, you may be asked to submit to a drug test and/or a fitness for duty exam, depending on the nature of the job. But even there, it would be inappropriate to ask you about your mental health history. Certain jobs, such as in law enforcement, may be exempt from this rule of law.Will I be able to own guns if I am 5150’d? If you are placed on a 72-hour hold (also known as a "5150"[1]) as a danger to self or others and admitted to a facility for treatment, you are prohibited from purchasing or possessing firearms while you are in the facility and for five years from the date of admission to the facility. When you are admitted to a facility as a danger to self/others, the facility is required to notify the state Department of Justice. The Department of Justice then adds your name to the state mental health firearms prohibition database. Before discharging you, the facility staff must notify you that you cannot possess or purchase firearms for a period of five years. At the same time, the staff must advise you of your right to go to court and ask a judge to restore your right to possess and purchase firearms.
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