SHASTA COUNTY COMMISSION ON AGING
Minutes for October 18, 2019
Shasta County Library, Redding Branch
1100 Parkview Ave.

10:00 AM

Call to order/Pledge of Allegiance: 10:00 am at the Shasta Public Library

Commissioners Present: Betty Harrison Smith, Janet Tyrrel, Tom Watson, Larry Mower, & Richard Kern. Also
present was Shasta County clerical support, Lisa L Fisher.

Guest Speaker: Elizabeth Kelley, Acting Deputy Director, Shasta County Libraries “What the Library has to offer
to seniors and their families”

The Shasta Public Library has 3 branches located in Redding, Anderson & Burney. They are funded
jointly through County and City funds, but they rely heavily on their 4 support groups along with
donations and fundraising. They also rely heavily on the support of over 200 wonderful volunteers who
help with everything from teaching in the literacy program, to the children’s programs and far more.
The Redding library sees approximately 1 million guests per year come through the doors.

The ground level offers an automated book drop that the kids love to feed their books into. The books
are scanned as they enter on a conveyor belt and sorted into the correct bins for re-shelving. There is
also a bookstore where you can purchase and donate books; a Teen area where teens can chill, read
from the huge array of graphic novels, or use the computers; meeting rooms for the community to use;
the Family Literacy Center where adults can get 1 on 1 instruction to learn to read, learn computer
skills, and financial literacy. (Soon it will be open to whole families so the entire family can learn literacy
together.); and by far the most active area is the Children’s library. Here the kids can read, listen to
story time, do activities, play with Legos, ask a million questions and learn about anything in their
imagination. There is a children’s garden area just out the back door and there are game bags that can
be checked out.

Upstairs is the quiet area. Here, mostly adults, can read and do puzzles. There is a Computer Center to
learn or improve computer skills and even smart phone training classes. There is a computer area with
18+ computers and the Create It room where you can create whatever you can imagine. They have
graphic arts computers, a sewing machine, a dye cast area, and even 3D printers. There is a small
meeting room with a piano that people can practice or play on. In the Genealogy area, with the help of
volunteers, you can track your ancestry. There is a Veteran’s Connect area for Veteran’s to get help
with referrals and resources. And coming soon there will be a Library of Things. This will be an area that
has things to check out such as BP monitors, Bocce Ball games, puzzles, games and boxes containing
art and science supplies.

Next meeting date: November 15, Shasta Administrative Center. “What’s new from the Shasta County District
Attorney’s Office.



