Commission on Aging
Notes from 2/16/2018 at the
Local Indians For Education
4440 Shasta Dam Blvd, Shasta Lake City
(No action taken -No Quorum)

Commissioners Present: Betty Harrison Smith, Tom Watson, Larry Mower & Richard Kern. Also
present was Lisa Fisher-Shasta County HHSA Clerical.

We met with Rod Lindsay who runs the Local Indians for Education facility in Shasta Lake City.
Ron spoke about the programs offered at their facility, not only for the local Native American
population but, for anyone who wishes to attend. A tour of the facility was also given by Ron.

Established in 1977, it is an inter-tribal, State-funded agency. Funded through the Department
of Education, working with all local Native American groups, whether they are a federal
recognized tribe or not.

When formed in 1977, the original issues facing Native Americans were: domestic violence,
drug/alcohol addictions, kids with problems in high school, elders and veteran’s issues. In 2018,
they are still dealing with the same issues, but the issues are not as severe.

Many families live with multiple generations in one house and caring for their elders is a
priority. Elders could be as young as 55. The kids are taught to respect and care for their elders.
Elders often have problems with transportation, but family members help because the elders
want to stay active within their communities using canes and wheelchairs to get around. And
the elders help take care of the kids and teach them about their native customs.

Tribes share the wealth with members through different types of programs such as annual cash
giving and gift cards for the holidays. The Tribe in Burney also has a senior housing project;
seniors pay no rent; only utilities. However, there is a waiting list to get in.

Some of the programs currently offered at the Shasta Lake City location are:
DUI classes

Nutrition

Work with local schools

After school programs

Importance of Native American culture

Promote Native American arts

Next meeting date: March 16, 2018-10am
Shasta County Administration Building
1450 Court St, Redding, Room 311



