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The Politics of ‘Dirty' Wood

Pros curestriated and paltled, or wha s commonly refamed b as dirg™ wood, & oftes off lanits for prodeclive reose aid refzgatad 1o l@nallle, Slek shodders in Lhe
rongliruoicd and demesliclon Indusires eIk abow e polnics and ienoemicd hokling back the potents | these prodife: Wiile SIFeams posEase N Lha renewable snergy wemror
and, more ihpertan Ly, Wt can be done W make use of Lhik feaoores,

Ew Ren Kot

Wew Hampshire banned Lhe wse of conmiucien and demoliden (28800 wame, whelher iE's claan, uraduherted wood wame panerlad Gl constructin shes or “dimy® woad —me
pressure—trezed and prinked variely of lumber, In Massachusets there |5 ¢ maratortm ar psimg CAD wane, In Parland, Ore., the city probibils any use of gasmed oF pressure-
treasd waads excepl 0 Cincid enlal” quanttles, In New York, the state coun of appeals shol down @ sppeal Mrorn g Domess pank Lhal waneed 1o burn cean wood dups 0 me
o= of Laidlew Energy B Envirenmanial Inc, v, Tawn of Elicelbillz. The aopelbile courd spheld the brial cour's refusal o accepd the bedMass pant stans In permming as being
“arhon mAalral” because the company did reL have 3 Ysustiinable el source management plan”in plas; and the courl 8rued [har the disiance the chips had o be
transparied hadht b=an cansidared In tha company's revetation of Lhe planks carbon feclpring, Qbslade: exil pranibikng Lhe uze of dircy woad—and In the Laldiaw case clean
winrd —In local ant smEba reguladons across the Uniled Sales. Despile Lhese prohibllens on Lhe comiusion or busning of these oepes of maeerals, the DD ind psmies keep
generaling 17, Soowhat should be done with all Lhis woos?

nccording be Jirn Tavlor, presidem and ches mesrutive sfficel of Taylor Blomass Ensrgy LLC and head of 1the Canstrucdan Haenals Recycling dssocauen, Lhe malensh recsived
by & CEL Rcilicy, whers sorling awd separaling rktosd debrls ooolrs, an avarage |5 aben ore-third clean and uraduherated wood; onechird glued dnd pressed baards; and one-
third prazaure-ireated snd painled woods, For Taylor, the polises behind the imited outlers Mor dirmy waed are mone than Just regulaare in nakute, AL & busihessran, Tadlar has
persenal prlitics t gpmend will, and as pesident af e CMR& he must conslder £he pelides of the Industry he represenis,

His compaty is ezpeaing 12 break graund (his sping on @ sawe-ol-the-art biomass gasificnlon plank in Monwgomery, BT, Unike Lhe axygen-rich combusion of dirgy wood far
enesgy I a Sacer or Inclkeraung k& a burn plam, gesificalion holds a 1 97 prormise Tor egeeased olilizaben of dicky woods, The ahagrablc aF caoygen-ITee enNvIrnmn
slgnilcantly reduces emisslons, which is march less mslly Lhan eontroling @mssicns akb B2 back @nd of Lthe plans, “Ikreaw many of sy industry counle mas are cagable of
burming or combusking paint=d er presgure-lredlsd wised, " he says, Ewen 5o, Taplor s3ys he's made & persenal chalce o o use dimy waod b fuel hs new gasifrabdon Fagilily,
"wyo warmed 10 develip 1he most @mirenrmentally sauno orocess oul there taday and, by kesping pressora-ireatzd and pambad wesds cuk, we behiemes we can 4q 1hal = Taykr
sayE, "Fram nur ppproach, we Bre woluparly skaying ot of the prassine1reated and painied wiaads market " He says If's nat a deoislon based on regulalions, or pedicy, TS &
erional declslon,”
$a-,.r|-:.r Lells Blomass Magazine, “Our waske chronoksgy B Lo redurce, reuge, revyde and recoees Lhe energy conbanl, wnd landfl o Incinerd e JAsc That's haw 1 drive my business”

Dangerocys Emlaalons?

Share Carpentes with Cominenss Blomass Indusiries Inc., a company in Hew Hampshine Lhal enginesrs and gells industrial biormass procesang equlpment, says even though
emes5Inns frem gasificasan ame much k= abundant and dangerous an SToen from cambustlen or helneraton, hese = & deholenos 1ngasiiicawren echnoalv@cs proven o
work on o largs enquoh scale o process more Ehan 3 thousand tans & day. and, whh & growth-stumirg recession In Mol swing, the oosc 15 definleely @ moncern. Tad Wellen haupd,
srpsiden, af Masschusel Bi-laged A0 One Inc, & corpany thal davelops Industrial dust ard pdor control 5ystems, says b bulld 3 200 plus bon per dey gEeficagon planl il g
corsl mpre than FLOO millicn. “Far Lhese prajeas 1; s agoul economics— that's my opinien,® wellenhaupt =ays, Carpemer adds 1o hiz, saying, *Economics is a big faclor, wess, but
wi prabably Rave nak focussd enough 2n e polhios Iregeeed, the dzcal polikics, Peope are savirg, "L donfo wank wthiz s being bumed 0 my backyard! [Lhiok theres this
feeling Lhal ma ermlssions coming rem udzing this e af diny wood ars very dangerears,”

In September FO07, Lhe dnnesrsthy of New Hempshire published a cemprehansive papare an Lhe Ife-cycle analysss of kO weads, Inwhich the aunhors [everaged earsiing
research plang wilh diaka Tmem Greg Wirsen 2f Grean S2ai Environmenial Inc, ta pronlle me ernlsslons fram oean and 4imy Cho wadds In diferent applcadons, "o f@clice widh an
Edwanced ar pollllon contial sysien cemmsdng 10 percent S40 dertved blomass mied wimn wiroin woed had lowear diasdn emissions than s fagilty combuding 100 percéerd,
wirgin wionn,” tha aunbors wrale *rurchemore, e levels of amenic 2nd digein emissions wers well below levels found @ municipal slid wesle combustors and belos all
applicable reguladons, "

Armenic: & used whan manoiacring pressure-reaed wood, and 15 one aff che cancemns akaul using thaw meneral, In addilon, the UNH szedy cited University of Mane (esk daks
ihal cormparsd emlssions o burning three difererm concoouions = Tweli 100 percent dean wood; %2 parcent clean wopd with 10 percent CRD wend and “penta (PCPY-traabed
wood; ard 50 percent “penia (FCP)-treabed” wood and 50 percem R wood, *In all tases, the siadk cmiss4ans dunng tetnal bums were Far hekee Maine's ambienl aie
guidelinas ard ;

Hew Hampshire skack amission [rmdrs,” the LUNN paperslales. & facalily equiped with an advanced emissiors cenlrol esern combosling 10 peroent T&C waad win 90 parcent
sargin wood had lavels of arseniz and dinxn emessions "well belaw®™ ek dilecled al municipal =alid wiste [MSW) combukkion planks "and below all applcable reguladons.”

*Irom @ [fritish lhermal unil] begis, you e=ed 2 bans o whale tree chips ger L on of CROD,“Wirsen says. =50 thera's accually me potenual for mare emissions using wholawnes
chips, " Deiause trei a5 woch needs b0 e borned o produce the same amoun 20 ersy gy,

New YWaya Lo Uaean Ok Froblam

Tavhar, wre has decided 1o esdude pressure-lrsated and paialed wogds from his commercial-scake gasificabon plant onge i is pperamenal, says be will otill vz woods wit
croasabe and gluc, and ke has a plan o geal wilh e dity wodd, “WWe're gaing Lo (ind rew uses for pressure-lreaked and paied @0 wood 0 & A waod ploduct,” e says, "We'rs
finding mother recycling meenue Mer préssgure-ktrealed and painbad woods.” Wheh asked for srefics, Taylor s3pes, “Talk wiEh me agam in e mamhs” Fyhaps one avenue (or
1hese rnalenak is Lo chip Lhem up Bnd, wildy e applicatan al glue, make press beard,

In places like Maine, whears Wisen says sore wulp and paper mills with the righ paflubsan correels @n bum dimy weed—"heqged fuel® as £ @lled because tha weed o5 ground
up In & ~heg g rinde—me ssiudon could very wail be dilutizn, Wollenhaup backs Lhs wp In reference specifically W MEW-b12nergy plams, =Yoo could mix CAD wood inme Lhese
1rash-ta-enargy planks ard galn Sore energy vare aut of n" Wallenhaupt =ays,

*That's @ whole difcrent imdustry,” Carpenter shys, mlernng lo FEW plants, “Mayhe lhey're slow in wanting lo commingle Lheir selid waske wilk B wood we're Lalking atoul
bun 1 think @ mvoure would be gresz, And T hink it would renlly alleviale o ol ol quesiions @ 0 where this wood should go, Uicena pely we ponld redly wor of kesin up some of
1he restncuons md get same of lhese MSW planks o beamd—and there's ike 7% ar B0 of lhem amound 1the counbrg. 7 we slarked boking /l whil ey could do wlh some of Lhls
marerial, 11 woukl help 1o alleviate swne of Lhe sbrain bese CRD process Madglilies Twve on Lthem; spetilcally Lhe manapornion cosls chel are induded willy haneing ko gel rid of
1hls makterlal—i's huqe. Bul we'te nal Lthere wel, It wauld be {raa o creale sorme conversafion bafesn Lhese wasle-Lo-=nergy Faclliles and Lhe l'EL"l'I:"ﬂﬂ i=sDCliato ns—me
TRA—aboIL credlng & fuel mat would rmake sense far both edes,”
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