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 SHASTA COUNTY 
 PLANNING COMMISSION 
                                                                                                                                                                                          
 
 
MINUTES    Regular Meeting 
 

Date:    October 8, 2015 
Time:    2:00 p.m.   
Place:   Shasta County Administration Center 

Board of Supervisors’ Chambers 
Flag Salute 
 
ROLL CALL Commissioners  
 Present:  
  Patrick Wallner  District 5 
  Roy Ramsey  District 4 
  Tim MacLean  District 2 
   
 Absent: Gene Parham  District 3 
  Jim Chapin  District 1 
  

Staff Present: Richard Simon, Director of Resource Management 
James Ross, Assistant County Counsel 
Bill Walker, Planning Division Manager 
Lisa Lozier, Senior Planner 
Kent Hector, Senior Planner 
Lio Salazar, Associate Planner 
David Schlegel, Associate Planner 
Ken Henderson, Environmental Health Division 
J.T. Zulliger, Shasta County Fire Department 
Eric Wedemeyer, Public Works/Subdivision Engineer 
Neil McAuliffe, Shasta County Airport Manager 
Buffy Gray, Agency Staff Services Analyst I, Recording Secretary 

         
Note:  All unanimous actions reflect a 3-0 vote. 

 
Key:  California Environmental Quality Act (CEQA): Mitigated Negative Declaration (MND), Negative 
Declaration (ND), Categorically Exempt (CE), Other Exemption from CEQA (OE); Not Subject to CEQA 
(N/A). 

  
OPEN TIME:  No Speakers 
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APPROVAL OF 
MINUTES:  
 September 10, 2015 - Minutes 
 
 By motion made, seconded (Ramsey/MacLean) carried by a 3-0 vote, the Commission 

approved the minutes of September 10, 2015, as submitted. 
 
CONFLICT OF INTEREST 
DECLARATIONS:  NONE 
 
CONSENT  
ITEMS: NONE  
 
PUBLIC HEARINGS:  
 
R1:              Ex-parte Communications Disclosures:  NONE 
 
  Use Permit 15-002 (TNJ Properties): The project site is located on a 4.9 acre parcel in the Fall 

River Mills Airport area on the north side of State Highway 299 East, approximately 0.45 miles 
north of the intersection of State Highway 299 East and Reynolds Road (43386 State Highway 299 
East). The use permit is for a proposed wireless telecommunication facility consisting of a 
monopole wireless communications tower with three (3) antenna sectors, each with three (3) 
antennas per sector, and not to exceed 76-feet in overall height, a standby emergency diesel 
generator with a 132 gallon fuel tank, ground mounted outdoor cabinets and ancillary equipment; all 
to be constructed and operated within a 40-foot by 40-foot lease area enclosed by a 6-foot-tall chain 
link fence and landscaping. Staff Planner: Lio Salazar. District: 3. Proposed CEQA Determination: 
MND. 

  
 Associate Planner Lio Salazar presented the staff report.  A memorandum was distributed to the 

Commission recommending revisions to various conditions. Planner Salazar responded to questions 
from Commissioner Wallner regarding the distance of the runway from the proposed tower site. 

 
 Shasta County Airport Manager Neil Mcauliffe answered questions from Commissioner Wallner 

regarding the safety of helicopters and paragliders around the proposed tower.  Mr. McAuliffe 
explained that helicopters rarely use the airport and that paragliders can only use the airport with 
prior permission.   

  
 The public hearing was opened and Jenny Blocker, applicant representative spoke in favor of the 

project and agrees to the conditions.  There being no speakers for or against the project, the public 
hearing was closed. 

 
ACTION: By motion made, seconded (Ramsey/MacLean), and carried unanimously by Resolution 2015-025, 

the Commission adopted the CEQA determination of a Mitigated Negative Declaration, approved 
Use Permit 15-002, based on the finding and subject to the conditions listed in the Resolution. 
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R2:  Ex-parte Communications Disclosures:  NONE 

 
Zone Amendment 15-004 (Columbia School District): The 1-acre project site is located in the 
east Redding area on the north side of Jill Lane approximately 200 feet west of its intersection with 
Old Oregon Trail (077-180-010-000). The project is a zone amendment from an Interim Rural 
Residential (I-R) zone district to a Public Facilities (PF) zone district to facilitate the orderly 
expansion of the Columbia Elementary School and District Office site. The proposal does not 
include any physical changes to the property at this time. Staff Planner: David Schlegel.  District: 5. 
Proposed CEQA Determination: ND. 

 
 Associate Planner David Schlegel presented the staff report.  The public hearing was opened and 

applicant representative Clay Ross, Superintendent spoke in favor of the project.  There being no 
speakers for or against the project, the public hearing was closed. 

 
  
ACTION: By motion made, seconded (MacLean/Ramsey), and carried unanimously, by Resolution 2015-026, 

the Commission recommends that the Shasta County Board of Supervisors conduct a public hearing 
and adopt a CEQA determination of Negative Declaration and approve Zone Amendment 15-004, 
based on the findings and subject to the condition listed in the Resolution. 

 
 
R3: Ex-parte Communications Disclosures:  NONE 
 
 Parcel Map 15-003 (Colletti): The 5-acre project site is located in the Shingletown area on the 

northwest corner of Emigrant Trail and Blackrock Lane (700-050-022-000). The proposed project is 
a two-parcel land division. The proposal would create a 3-acre parcel and a 2-acre parcel. There is a 
single-family residence under construction on proposed parcel 1. Staff Planner: David Schlegel.  
District: 5. Proposed CEQA Determination: MND. 

 
 Associate Planner David Schlegel presented the staff report.  A memorandum was circulated to the 

Commission with three comment letters attached.   
 
 Environmental Health Specialist Ken Henderson answered questions from Commissioner Wallner 

regarding resident’s concerns of lack of water and wells going dry.  Mr. Henderson states he is 
aware of wells in the area going dry.  He also stated wells in that area are shallow and if dug deeper 
would have adequate water. 

   
 The public hearing was opened and applicant Vingenzo Colletti agrees to the conditions.  There 

being no speakers for or against the project, the public hearing was closed. 
 
ACTION: By motion made, seconded (Ramsey/MacLean), and carried unanimously by Resolution 2015-027, 

the Commission adopted the CEQA determination of a Mitigated Negative Declaration, approved 
Parcel Map 15-003, based on the finding and subject to the conditions listed in the Resolution. 
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R4:  Ex-parte Communications Disclosures:  NONE 
 

Use Permit 14-023 (Jacobson): The project site is located in the east Redding area on the north 
side of Engineers Lane, approximately 300 feet west of the intersection of Engineers Lane and 
Airport Road (054-400-033-000).  The request is for a use permit for the construction and operation 
of a wireless communications facility  consisting of a 99-foot-tall monopine structure (i.e. a cell 
tower camouflaged to look like a pine tree) containing 8 antennas, an 18-foot by 18-foot equipment 
cabinet area ; and one 30 kW diesel standby generator with a 132-gallon fuel tank.  The proposed 
improvements would be located within a 40-foot by 40-foot lease area enclosed by a 6-foot-tall 
chain link fence on a 1.2-acre property. Staff Planner: Kent Hector.  District: 3. Proposed CEQA 
Determination: MND. 

 
  Senior Planner Kent Hector requested this item be continued to the November 12, 2015 Planning 

Commission meeting to allow the Airport Land Use Commission (ALUC) time to formally adopt a 
resolution.  A memorandum was circulated stating the applicant has requested a continuance on this 
project. 

 
 The public hearing was opened and Derek Jewett voiced concerns of safety, aesthetics, and impacts 

on the neighborhood.  Mr. Jewett stated due to the continuance of the project he will bring his 
comments and concerns to the next meeting. There being no other speakers for or against the 
project, the public hearing was closed. 

 
 Assistant County Counsel, James Ross stated that staff recommend the Commission motion to 

continue this item to the November 12, 2015 meeting.  
  
 
ACTION: By motion made, seconded (MacLean/Ramsey), and carried unanimously, the Commission 

continued Use Permit 14-023 to the November 12, 2015 Planning Commission meeting. 
 
R5:  Ex-parte Communications Disclosures:  NONE 
 

Use Permit 15-004 (Buckeye FPD): The project site is located in the north Redding area on the 
west side of Lake Boulevard, approximately 1.4 miles north of the intersection of Lake Boulevard 
and Oasis Road (064-220-024-000).  The request is for a use permit for the construction and 
operation of a wireless telecommunications facility consisting of a 92-foot tall monopine structure 
(i.e. a cell tower camouflaged to look like a pine tree) containing 6 antennas, an 18-foot by 18-foot 
equipment cabinet area; and one 30 KW diesel standby generator with a 132-gallon fuel tank.  The 
proposed improvements would be located within a 50-foot by 50-foot lease area enclosed by a 10-
foot tall concrete masonry unit (CMU) screen wall on a 2.54-acre property. Staff Planner: Kent 
Hector.  District: 1. Proposed CEQA Determination: MND. 

 
  Senior Planner Kent Hector presented the staff report.  Planner Hector answered questions from 

Commissioner Ramsey in regards to whether there are any other structures on the property. 
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  The public hearing was opened and Jenny Blocker representing the applicant spoke in favor of the 
project and agrees to the conditions.  Ms. Blocker says Buckeye Fire is also in support of the tower. 
Ms. Blocker answered questions from Commissioner MacLean regarding “real world capacity” and 
what that means.  Ms. Blocker replied, it’s an overload of use on a single tower which causes 
dropped calls and intermittent service.   

 
  Also speaking in favor of the project was Phil Marquis from the Shasta County Sheriff‘s Office.  He 

stated he fully endorses the project due to service issues in the area. 
 
  Speaking in opposition to the project were: 
 
  Speaker’s Name   Comments/Questions/Concerns 
 

Ken Stevens    Mr. Stevens has concerns of the use of the land.  He also 
asked if there would still be room to build a fire station on 
the property. 

 
Stephen Denney   Mr. Denney stated his wife has a daycare in the area of the 

proposed tower.  He expressed concerns of the proposed 
tower being detrimental to their business and livelihood due 
to possible health concerns among parents regarding RF 
radiation. He stated parents indicated they may go elsewhere 
for their daycare needs.  Mr. Denney also stated he has 
Verizon cell service and hasn’t had an issue with dropped 
calls. 

 
Lillian & Joe Lawrimore  Joe Lawrimore (who said he was speaking on behalf of his 

mother, the mobile home park owner) expressed concerns for 
themselves, children and elderly of ongoing exposure to RF 
radiation.  Mr. Lawrimore also expressed concern regarding 
the noise from the generator.  Lillian Lawrimore stated there 
is risk of tenants at the mobile home park leaving due to the 
mentioned concerns. Mr. and Mrs. Lawrimore also stated 
they wanted the area to stay rural and trees in that area don’t 
grow to be 92-feet tall.  Ms. Lawrimore stated they both have 
Verizon service and have never had problems with dropped 
calls in that area. 

 
Dee Dee Ivie    Ms. Ivie expressed concerns of fire danger, aesthetics, and 

radiation.  Ms. Ivie also had several questions: 1) Why 
drilling was happening on the property before the permit was 
approved? 2) What are the regulations for distance of a cell 
tower near a child’s facility? 3) Why didn’t she get a copy of 
the Environmental Impact Report? 4) What is preparatory 
work? 

 
 
  Commissioner MacLean asked Michael Bachmeyer from Buckeye Fire Department about future 

development and if revenue from the proposed cell tower will be used to help with fire protection 
cost.  Mr. Bachmeyer replied there are no plans for future development at this time and revenue 
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from the proposed cell tower will not go toward the cost of fire protection. 
 
  Applicant representative Jenny Blocker answered questions and concerns regarding opposing public 

comments.   
 

Commissioner MacLean stated documents on each project were on the Shasta County Resource 
Management website. 

 
 Planning Division Manager Bill Walker reiterated that environmental documents, Initial Studies, 

and Staff Reports are available to view in the lobby of Resource Management and are posted on the 
Department’s website.  

 
ACTION: By motion made, seconded (Ramsey/MacLean), and carried unanimously, by Resolution 2015-029, 

the Commission adopted a CEQA determination of a Mitigated Negative Declaration and approved 
Use Permit 15-004, based on the findings and subject to the conditions listed in the Resolution. 

 
Non-Hearing Items:  None 
 
ADJOURNMENT:  The Planning Commission adjourned at 4:01 p.m. 
 
 
Submitted by: 
 
 
                                                                     
Buffy Gray, Agency Staff Services Analyst I 
Recording Secretary 


