SHASTA COUNTY

PLANNING COMMISSION

MINUTES Regular Meeting
Date: May 14, 2015
Time: 2:00 p.m.
Place: Shasta County Administration Center
Board of Supervisors’ Chambers
Flag Salute
ROLL CALL Commissioners
Present:
Gene Parham
Roy Ramsey
Jim Chapin

Commissioners

Absent:

Staff Present:

Note:

Key: California Environmental Quality Act (CEQA): Mitigated Negative Declaration (MND), Negative
Declaration (ND), Categorically Exempt (CE), Other Exemption from CEQA (OE); Not Subject to CEQA

(N/A).

CONFLICT OF INTEREST
DECLARATIONS: None.

OPEN TIME: No Speakers.
APPROVAL OF

Patrick Wallner
Vacant

Richard W. Simon, Director of Resource Management

District 3
District 4
District 1

District 5
District 2

James Ross, Assistant County Counsel

Kent Hector, Senior Planner

David Schlegel, Associate Planner

JT Zulliger, Shasta County Fire Department

Kevin Westlake, Senior Environmental Health Specialist
Charleen Beard, Department of Public Works/Assistant Engineer
Tracie Huff, Typist Clerk 111, Recording Secretary

All unanimous actions reflect a 3-0 vote.
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MINUTES:
April 09, 2015 - Minutes

By motion made, seconded (Ramsey/Chapin), and carried unanimously, the Commission
approved the minutes of April 09, 2015, as submitted.

CONSENT
ITEMS: None.

PUBLIC HEARINGS:

R1: Use Permit 14-019 (Stansberry): The project site is located in the Palo Cedro area at 10422
Deschutes Road, approximately 0.18 miles southwest of the intersection of Deschutes Road and
Boyle Road. The request is for a use permit for the construction and operation of a wireless
communications facility consisting of an 80-foot tall monopine structure (i.e. a cell tower
camouflaged to look like a pine tree) containing 12 antennas, an 11.6 foot by 16.9 foot equipment
shelter; and one 30 kW diesel standby generator with a 132-gallon fuel tank. The proposed
improvements would be located within a 50-foot by 50-foot lease area enclosed by an 8 foot-tall
wood fence on a 2.7-acre property. Staff Planner: Kent Hector. District: 3. Proposed CEQA
Determination: MND.

Senior Planner Kent Hector presented the staff report and responded to questions by the
Commission. A memorandum was distributed to the Commission with a letter from a neighbor in
opposition of the project. The Commission asked questions regarding possible duplication of cell
towers in the area, co-location ideas, health effects and FCC guidelines. The public hearing was
opened and the applicant, spoke in favor of the project, discussed with the Commission the needs of
additional coverage, addressed the questions of the Commission and agreed to the conditions of
approval.

Speaking in opposition to the project were:

Speaker’s Name Comments/Concerns/Questions

Tom Zaharis Mr. Zaharis presented the Commission with a letter
prior to the meeting and spoke against the project

stating concerns with aesthetics and view.

Patrick Mahony Mr. Mahony discussed concerns with aesthetics and
property values.

Joel Turner Mr. Turner spoke against the project siting concerns
with aesthetics and view.
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ACTION:

R2:

Sherrie Melton Ms. Melton spoke against the project and brought up
concerns with aesthetics, view, fall zone, lighting
strikes, noise pollution from the generator, potential
fire hazard from the diesel fuel tank, and light
pollution.

The applicant for the project, Michelle Ellis, spoke to the Commission and addressed the concerns
that were brought up by the neighbors as well as those brought up the Commission. J.T Zulliger
addressed the fire safety aspects of the diesel fuel tank. Senior Planner, Kent Hector addressed a
question from Commissioner Chapin over the location of the other cell towers by re-reviewing a
map. Michelle Ellis responded to questions from Commissioner Parham concerning attempts at co-
location, the application process, the fall zone, and also addressed the issues of lighting, and diesel
generator usage. Mr. Simon asked for clarification on the grounding mechanism for lightning
strikes. Prior to the close of the hearing, Mr. Simon advised the applicant, Ms. Ellis that she could
choose to continue the meeting prior to the vote as there were only three Commissioners and that
the vote would have to be unanimous. Ms. Ellis stated she was comfortable with the vote. There
being no other speakers for or against the project, the public hearing was closed.

Motion made, seconded (Ramsey/Parham) to approve as recommended in the staff report, motion
failed on a 2-1 vote with Commissioners Ramsey and Parham voting AYE and Commissioner
Chapin voting NO, resulting in no action. Three affirmative votes are required to pass a resolution.

Use Permit Amendment 119-87A3 (Lassen Canyon Nursery, Inc.): The 21.05-acre project site is
located in the Loomis Corners area (east Redding) on the southwest corner of Old Alturas Road and
Salmon Creek Road. The request is to amend an existing Use Permit for a wholesale nursery to add
eight screen-houses, two greenhouses, one 360-square-foot addition to an existing storage building,
a 25kW photovoltaic carport array, and a ground-mounted 676kW photovoltaic solar array field.
Four screen-houses, the storage building addition and the greenhouse are existing structures for
which building permits have not yet been issued. The applicant plans to construct an additional
greenhouse immediately, and the additional five screen-houses proposed are designated for
necessary future expansion. No additional employees are proposed. The photovoltaic carport would
span existing parking spaces located on the northern property line adjacent to Old Alturas Road.
The photovoltaic array field would be located on an undeveloped, 2.29 acre area on the southern
portion of the property. The photovoltaic carport would stand approximately 11.5 feet-high and the
photovoltaic array field would stand no taller than six-feet-high. Both photovoltaic systems are
intended to provide power to the project site exclusively and the power is not proposed to be sold
commercially.

A landscaped line of oleander bushes is proposed for visual screening, between the ground-mount
solar array and the nearest neighbors along a portion of the southern and eastern property lines.
Staff Planner: Schlegel. District: 4. Proposed CEQA Determination: MND.

Associate Planner David Schlegel presented the staff report and responded to questions from the
Commission. The public hearing was opened and the applicant, Wade Bunn spoke in favor of the
project, and agreed to the conditions. There being no speakers, the public hearing was closed.
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ACTION:

By motion made, seconded (Chapin/Ramsey), and carried unanimously, by Resolution 2015-011,
the Commission adopted a CEQA determination of a Mitigated Negative Declaration and approved
Use Permit Amendment 119-87A3, based on the findings and subject to the conditions listed in the
attached Resolution.

Non-Hearing Item:

NH1:

ACTION:

NH2:

ACTION:

Use Permit 11-013 EOT (Spencer): The project site is located in the Bella Vista area on the
north side of State Highway 299, approximately 1.3 miles northeast of the intersection of Blue Sky
Road and Highway 299. The applicant has requested approval of an extension of time for a Use
Permit for the construction and operation of a new wireless telecommunications facility consisting
of a 75-foot-tall monopine structure (containing 24 antennas and one microwave dish), two
equipment shelters (12-foot by 20-foot and 12-foot by 16-foot), and one 48-KW diesel standby
generator with a 52-gallon diesel fuel tank enclosed by a 6-foot-tall chain-link fence. The proposed
improvements would be located within a 40-foot by 58-foot lease area on a 14.5-acre property. The
applicant states the request for the extension of time is to allow for them time to secure
commitments by cellular companies to locate on this tower. Staff Planner: Hector. District 3.
Proposed CEQA Determination: Not subject to CEQA.

Senior Planner, Kent Hector presented the staff report and responded to questions by the
Commission. The public hearing was opened and the applicant Frank Schabarum spoke in favor of
the project and agreed to the conditions of approval. There being no speakers, the public hearing
was closed.

By motion made, seconded (Chapin/Ramsey), and carried unanimously, by Resolution 2015-012,
the Commission found the project not subject to CEQA and approved Use Permit Extension of
Time 11-013, based on the findings listed in the attached Resolution.

Workshop — Planning Commissioners’ Roles and Responsibilities Continued from 04/09/2015:
Staff: Richard Simon. James Ross.

By motion made, seconded (Chapin/Ramsey), and carried unanimously, the workshop was
continued to the June 11, 2015 Planning Commission meeting.

ADJOURNMENT: The Planning Commission adjourned at 3:25 p.m.

Submitted by:

Tracie Huff, Typist Clerk 111
Recording Secretary
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