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 SHASTA COUNTY 
 PLANNING COMMISSION 
                                                                                                                                                                                          
MINUTES    Regular Meeting 
 

Date:    June 14, 2012 
Time:    2:00 p.m. 
Place:   Shasta County Administration Center 

Board of Supervisors= Chambers 
Flag Salute 
 
ROLL CALL Commissioners  

Present: Roy Ramsey  District 4 
Jim Chapin  District 1 

 John Cornelius  District 3 
 Dick Franks  District 2 

 
Absent: Darren Simmons  District 5 

 
  

Staff Present: Richard Simon, Assistant Director of Resource Management 
Rubin Cruse, County Counsel 
Kent Hector, Senior Planner 
Lio Salazar, Associate Planner 
Al Cathey, Public Works/Subdivision Engineer 
Dan Hebrard, Shasta County Fire Department 
John Waldrop, Air Quality Management District 
Dawn Duckett, Staff Services Manager, Recording Secretary 
         

Note:  All unanimous actions reflect a 4-0 vote. 
 

Key:  California Environmental Quality Act (CEQA): Mitigated Negative Declaration (MND), Negative Declaration (ND), Categorically Exempt (CE), Other 
Exemption from CEQA (OE); Not Subject to CEQA (N/A). 

 
CONFLICT OF INTEREST 
DECLARATIONS:  None. 
 
OPEN TIME:  No speakers. 
 
APPROVAL OF 
MINUTES: By motion made, seconded (Franks/Cornelius), and carried unanimously, the Commission 

approved the minutes of May 10, 2012, as submitted.  
 
CONSENT  
ITEMS: None.  
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NON-HEARING ITEM:  
 
NH1:  General Plan Consistency Finding 12-001 (Dosanjh): The project is located in the Anderson area 

on the south side of Deschutes Road approximately 100 feet west of the northern Deschutes 
Road/Balls Ferry Road intersection. The proposal is for Shasta County to abandon the two 20-foot-
wide public road easements (Exhibit ‘A’) which were offered for dedication on the First 
Subdivision of Shade Farm (1912) land division map and by a right-of-way deed dated December 
30, 1946. A General Plan Consistency Finding is required as part of the Shasta County Department 
of Public Works Right-of-Way Abandonment process. Staff Planner: Lio Salazar.  District 5. 
Proposed CEQA Determination: N/A. Ex-parte Communications Disclosures: None. 

 
  Associate Planner Lio Salazar presented the staff report.  Commissioner Chapin inquired as to the 

ownership of the easement.  Al Cathey from the Department of Public Works indicated that the 
easement would revert back to the owner of the land. 

 
ACTION: By motion made, seconded (Cornelius/Chapin), and carried unanimously, by Resolution 2012-022, 

the Commission found the abandonment of the two public easements shown on Exhibit A to be 
consistent with the Shasta County General Plan, based on the findings listed in the Resolution. 

 
PUBLIC HEARINGS: 
 
R1:  Parcel Map 12-001 (Nichols): The project is located in the East Anderson area, on the north side 

of Riverland Drive, approximately 0.17 miles northeast of the intersection of Riverland Drive and 
Balls Ferry Road. The request is for the approval of a Parcel Map for the division of a 13.6-acre 
parcel into two parcels being 5.0 acres and 8.6 acres in size. Staff Planner: Kent Hector.  District: 5. 
Proposed CEQA Determination: ND. Ex-parte Communications Disclosures: None. 

 
Senior Planner Kent Hector presented the staff report.  The public hearing was opened and there 
being no speakers for or against the project, the public hearing was closed. 
 

ACTION: By motion made, seconded (Cornelius/Chapin), and carried unanimously, by Resolution 2012-019, 
the Commission adopted a CEQA determination of a Negative Declaration and approved Parcel 
Map 12-001, based on the findings and subject to the conditions listed in the Resolution. 

 
R2:  Use Permit 07-021 (Sierra Pacific Industries): The project is located on a 121.39-acre industrial 

parcel with an existing lumber mill and cogeneration facility at the end of Riverside Avenue, 
approximately 0.5 miles west of Interstate 5, near Anderson.  The request is for a Use Permit to 
allow construction and operation of a new cogeneration power facility (Cogen Facility). The Cogen 
Facility would burn biomass fuel generated by the existing lumber manufacturing facility, regional 
lumber manufacturing facilities, and other biomass fuel sources to produce up to 250,000 pounds of 
steam. The steam would be used to dry lumber and to produce up to 31 MW of electricity both for 
use on-site and for sale on the open market via the local power grid. The boiler proposed with the 
new facility would not be operated simultaneously with the boiler at the existing facility. Staff 
Planner: Lio Salazar.  District:  5.  Proposed CEQA Determination: EIR. Ex-parte Communications 
Disclosures: None. 
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Associate Planner Lio Salazar, along with Ben Ritchie from Denovo Planning Group, presented the 
staff report.  A memorandum was distributed containing recommended revisions and additions to 
the Errata as well as public comment letters received by the Planning Division after the staff report 
had been published and distributed.   
 
The public hearing was opened and speaking in favor of the project was David Brown from Sierra 
Pacific Industries who provided background information and displayed photographs of the project 
site. 
 
Michelle Millette from Caltrans stated that she was neither for nor against the project and discussed 
cumulative traffic impacts and suggested amending County Ordinance 665 to identify the Riverside 
Avenue interchange for improvements. 
 
Rob McDonald stated that although he was not necessarily opposed to the project, he suggested the 
Commission consider nanocone solar panels, a new technology, as an alternative method to 
generate energy. 
 
Speaking in opposition to the project was John Livingston who discussed air pollution concerns and 
asked that the project not move forward. There being no other speakers for or against the project, 
the public hearing was closed. 
 
Commissioner Franks asked if there was mitigation in place to ensure that proper fuels would be 
used to power the cogeneration facility.  Richard Simon explained that the conditions of approval 
for the Use Permit would limit the use of fuels to only those identified in the conditions. 
Commissioner Chapin asked for a description of allowable fuels.  Lio Salazar directed the 
Commission’s attention to Condition 11 of the Use Permit which listed the allowable fuels.  
  

ACTION: By motion made, seconded (Cornelius/Chapin), and carried unanimously, by Resolution 2012-020, 
the Commission certified the Environmental Impact Report for the Sierra Pacific Cogeneration 
Power Project, as amended (with the changes to the Errata listed in the memorandum), based on the 
findings listed in the Resolution, and by Resolution  2012-021, adopted the CEQA Findings of Fact 
(and Statement of Overriding Considerations (as clarified by Richard Simon during the motion)), 
adopted the related Mitigation Monitoring and Reporting Program, and approved Use Permit 07-
021, based on the findings and subject to the conditions listed in the Resolution.  

 
Richard Simon Announced that the Planning Commission meeting schedule for July 12, 2012, had 
been cancelled. 
 

ADJOURNMENT:  The Planning Commission adjourned at 3:35 p.m. 
 
Submitted by: 
 
 
                                                                     
Dawn Duckett, Staff Services Manager 
Recording Secretary 


