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SHASTA COUNTY
PLANNING COMMISSION

                                                                                                                                                                                  
MINUTES Regular Meeting

Date:  February 11, 2010
Time:  2:00 p.m.
Place: Shasta County Administration Center

Board of Supervisors’ Chambers
Flag Salute

ROLL CALL Commissioners
Present: John Cornelius District 3

Shirley Easley District 5
Dick Franks District 2
Roy Ramsey District 4
David Rutledge District 1

Staff Present: Richard Simon, AICP, Assistant Director of Resource Management
Rubin Cruse, Senior Deputy County Counsel
Lisa Lozier, AICP, Senior Planner
Bill Walker, AICP, Senior Planner
Lio Salazar, AICP, Associate Planner
Marci McEwen, Environmental Health Division Manager
Al Cathey, Public Works/Subdivision Engineer
Don Gordon, Shasta County Fire Department
Dawn Duckett, Staff Services Manager, Recording Secretary
      

Note: All unanimous actions reflect a 5-0 vote.

Key:  California Environmental Quality Act (CEQA): Mitigated Negative Declaration (MND), Negative Declaration (ND), Categorically Exempt (CE),
Other Exemption from CEQA (OE); Not Subject to CEQA (N/A).

CONFLICT OF INTEREST
DECLARATIONS: None.

OPEN TIME: No Speakers.

APPROVAL OF
MINUTES: By motion made, seconded (Ramsey/Franks), and carried unanimously, the Commission

approved the minutes of January 14, 2010, as submitted.

CONSENT 
ITEMS: Ex-parte Communications Disclosures: None.   Item C1 - Extension of Time for Use Permit

07-013 was placed on the Regular Agenda for discussion.  By motion made, seconded
(Franks/Rutledge), and carried unanimously the Commission approved the following
Consent Item:
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C2: Use Permit 07-018 Extension of Time (Miller): By Resolution 2010-005, approved a two-
year extension of time to implement approved Use Permit 07-018. The property is located
in the Bella Vista area on two parcels totaling 4.79 acres on the south side of State Highway
299 East approximately 0.2 miles east of its intersection with Deschutes Road.  The Use
Permit was approved by the Planning Commission on April 10, 2008, to allow for a mini-
storage facility, which includes 12 mini-storage buildings, an office, and caretakers’
residence.  The facility will provide 394 storage rental units and limited outdoor storage.
The project applicant is requesting the extension of time due to current economic
limitations. Staff Planner: Lozier.  District 3.  Proposed CEQA Determination: N/A.

PUBLIC HEARINGS:

C1: Use Permit 07-013 Extension of Time (Newcomb): By Resolution 2010-004, approved
a two-year extension of time to implement approved Use Permit 07-013. The project is
located in the Old Station Rural Community center on the north side of State Highway 89
and bisected by Hat Creek Drive. The Use Permit was approved by the Planning
Commission on November 8, 2007, to convert the existing restaurant structure into a
caretakers’ residence, reconstruct one existing cabin, and construct eight new cabins for
overnight guests. The applicant states that due to funding difficulties, they have not been
able to commence development of the project. The applicant is requesting a two-year
extension of time in order to secure funding and develop the project as proposed. Staff
Planner: Lozier.  District 3.  Proposed CEQA Determination: N/A. Ex-parte
Communications Disclosures: None. 

Senior Planner Lisa Lozier presented the staff report.  The public hearing was opened and
Greg Key, the applicant, spoke in favor of the extension of time.  Speaking in opposition
was neighbor Don Caruso who voiced concerns regarding aesthetics, the location of the
sewage disposal area, trespassing, crime, and a turn-around for emergency equipment.  Mr.
Key provided rebuttal comments advising that the property would be fenced and that there
is an approved turn-around on the plan.   There being no other speakers for or against the
project, the public hearing was closed. 

ACTION: By motion made, seconded (Rutledge/Easley), and carried unanimously, by Resolution
2010-004, the Commission found that the extension of time was not subject to the
requirements of CEQA and approved an extension of time for Use Permit 07-013 to
November 8, 2011, base on the findings in the Resolution and based on the findings and
subject to the conditions listed in Planning Commission Resolution 2007-134.

R1: Parcel Map 08-032 (Smith): The property is a 133.53-acre parcel located in the Whitmore
area on the west side of Fern Road East, approximately one mile north of the intersection
of Fern Road East and Whitmore Road. The request is for a three-parcel residential land
division. Each of the parcels would be approximately 44 acres in size. Staff Planner:
Salazar.  District 3.  Proposed CEQA Determination: MND. Ex-parte Communications
Disclosures: None.
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Associate Planner Lio Salazar recommended that the project be continued to a date
uncertain, as requested by the applicant, to allow additional time in order for the applicant
to work with the California Department of Fish and Game regarding mitigation measures
for the project.  

The public hearing was opened and Burt Kingsbury asked for details regarding
ingress/egress and right-of-way for the project.   Planner Salazar displayed a site plan
showing the access roads for the project and provided a brief explanation. There being no
other speakers for or against the project, the public hearing was closed. 

ACTION: By motion made, seconded (Ramsey/Rutledge), and carried unanimously, the Commission
continued Parcel Map 08-032 to a date uncertain.

R2: Use Permit 09-003 (Harvey): The project site is located in the Cottonwood area on a 7.23-
acre parcel, adjacent to the southwest corner of the Locust Road and Cattleman Drive
intersection. The request is for  a contractor’s equipment storage yard/truck yard consisting
of a 12,000-square-foot shop/office building and outdoor storage. Staff Planner: Salazar.
District 5.  Proposed CEQA Determination: MND. Ex-parte Communications Disclosures:
None. 

Associate Planner Lio Salazar presented the staff report.  The public hearing was opened
and Steve Nelson, representing the applicant, spoke in favor of the project and submitted
several letters of support.  There being no other speakers for or against the project, the
public hearing was closed. 

ACTION: By motion made, seconded (Rutlede/Franks), and carried unanimously, by Resolution 2010-
007, the Commission adopted a CEQA determination of a Mitigated Negative Declaration
and approved Use Permit 09-003, based on the findings and subject to the conditions listed
in the Resolution.

R3: Zone Amendment 09-012 (Shasta County - High Voltage Transmission & Distribution
Projects): The project is County-wide.  The proposal is for amendments to the Shasta
County Zoning Plan to regulate the development and location of electrical transmission and
distribution lines, substations and related facilities with a capacity of 200 kilovolts or
greater, or that are under the operational control of the California Independent System
Operator (referred to as “High Voltage Electrical Transmission and Distribution Projects”).
Staff Planner: Walker.  Districts: All.  Proposed CEQA Determination: N/A.  Ex-parte
Communications Disclosures: None. 

Senior Planner Bill Walker presented the staff report.  An email from Pacific Gas &
Electric, which was received 02/10/2010, was distributed to the Commission.   The public
hearing was opened and Cedric Twight from Sierra Pacific Industries stated that the
proposed ordinance did not address the fragility of the electrical grid or the renewable
energy portfolio standards.  Mr. Twight recommended revisions to the ordinance in the
areas of: 1) public dedication of lands for transmission projects; and 2) revocation/non-
renewal of use permits for transmission projects.  Mr. Twight asked the Commission to send
the ordinance back to staff for further review and revisions.
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Also speaking was Lisa Hanaway, who voiced support for the ordinance and discussed the
difficulties she and other residents had receiving information about the TANC project and
the negative impacts related to transmission projects.  Ms. Hanaway recommended that
Section 5.D of the proposed ordinance be revised to require the applicant to present the
project to the public and she stated that Section 5.J did not address the maintenance costs
for the use of private roads.

Donna Caldwell from “Stop TANC” voiced support for the proposed ordinance stating that
the ordinance would provide for public notification of transmission projects and allow the
local government to coordinate efforts.

Ed Merek spoke in favor of the ordinance stating it would give property owners the
opportunity to have input in transmission projects.  There being no other speakers for or
against the project, the public hearing was closed. 

Commissioner Franks stated that he had concerns that the ordinance would prevent all
transmission projects and asked that some wording be changed to clarify the type of project
subject  to the provisions.  Commissioner Rutledge indicated that the ordinance wasn’t
ready for action and needed further studies. Commissioner Easley stated that the
Commission did not have the adequate amount of time to review the information received
from PG & E and Sierra Pacific Industries since it was delivered to the Commission on the
day of the public hearing, to which Commissioner Cornelius agreed.  

Assistant Director of Resource Management Richard Simon advised the Commission that
the proposed ordinance only applied to transmission projects over 200 kilovoltss and that
the TANC project was 230 kilovolts.

Commissioner Franks stated that the Planning Division should review the ordinance and
remove barriers for smaller projects.  Commissioner Rutledge asked that the comments
from Sierra Pacific Industries be addressed and that the TANC reference be removed from
the ordinance.  Commissioner Rutledge made a motion to continue the project for further
review by the Planning Division.

ACTION: By motion made, seconded (Rutledge/Franks), and carried unanimously, the Commission
continued Zone Amendment 09-012 to the April 8, 2010, Planning Commission meeting
and directed staff to study the proposed revisions to the ordinance.

NON-HEARING ITEMS: None.

ADJOURNMENT:  The Planning Commission adjourned at 3:41 p.m.

Submitted by:

                                                                    
Dawn Duckett, Staff Services Manager
Recording Secretary


