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SHASTA COUNTY
PLANNING COMMISSION

                                                                                                                                                                                  
MINUTES Regular Meeting

Date:  January 14, 2010
Time:  2:00 p.m.
Place: Shasta County Administration Center

Board of Supervisors’ Chambers
Flag Salute

ROLL CALL Commissioners
Present: John Cornelius District 3

Dick Franks District 2
Roy Ramsey District 4
David Rutledge District 1

Commissioners
Absent: Shirley Easley District 5

Staff Present: Richard Simon, AICP, Assistant Director of Resource Management
Rubin Cruse, Senior Deputy County Counsel
Kent Hector, Senior Planner
Lisa Lozier, AICP, Senior Planner
Mark Cramer, Senior Environmental Health Specialist
Al Cathey, Public Works/Subdivision Engineer
Jim Diehl, Shasta County Fire Department
Dawn Duckett, Staff Services Manager, Recording Secretary
      

Note: All unanimous actions reflect a 4-0 vote.

Key:  California Environmental Quality Act (CEQA): Mitigated Negative Declaration (MND), Negative Declaration (ND), Categorically Exempt (CE),
Other Exemption from CEQA (OE); Not Subject to CEQA (N/A).

CONFLICT OF INTEREST
DECLARATIONS: None

OPEN TIME: Jim Diehl advised the Commission that he was being promoted and would no longer be
attending Planning Commission meetings.  Mr. Diehl introduced to the Commission, his
replacement, Don Gordon.

APPROVAL OF
MINUTES: By motion made, seconded (Rutledge/Franks), and carried unanimously, the Commission

approved the minutes of December 10, 2009, as submitted.
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CONSENT 
ITEMS: Ex-parte Communications Disclosures: None. By motion made, seconded

(Ramsey/Rutledge), and carried unanimously the Commission approved the following
Consent Item:

C1: Use Permit 09-013 (First Baptist Church): By Resolution 2010-001, approved a Use
Permit to make structural alterations to a non-conforming building, to bring the land use
into conformance with the zoning ordinance requirements, and for an exception from having
to provide off-street parking as required by the zoning ordinance. The project is located in
the Cottonwood area on four parcels totaling 0.57-acres on the northwest corner of the
intersection of Brush Street and High Street. Staff Planner: Salazar.  District 5.  Proposed
CEQA Determination: CE. 

PUBLIC HEARING:

R1: Zone Amendment 09-010 & Zone Amendment 09-011 (Shasta County-Medical
Marijuana Dispensaries and Cultivation): Proposed text amendments to the Zoning Plan
initiated by the Board of Supervisors to regulate the location and operation of Medical
Marijuana Dispensaries and Medical Marijuana cultivation to accommodate the legitimate
needs of patients while promoting the public health, safety and general welfare.   Staff
Planner: Lozier. All Districts. Proposed CEQA Determination: CE. Ex-parte
Communications Disclosures: None. 

Senior Planner Lisa Lozier presented the staff report.  A memorandum recommending
revisions to both draft ordinances was distributed to the Commission.  Commissioner
Rutledge asked if the zoning permit and use permit applications would require the signature
of the property owner.  Senior Planner Lozier confirmed that the permit applications would
require a signature from the land owner.

 The public hearing was opened and speaking in favor of the ordinances were:

Speaker’s Name Comment/Issue/Concern

Janet Paine Ms. Paine described problems with an existing large marijuana
garden in her neighborhood.

Joseph Griffin Mr. Griffin submitted into the record, a book entitled, Marijuana
and Medicine and read aloud an excerpt from a California NORML
release.  He also asked to see a copy of the staff report.  He was
advised that copies were available at the Planning Division.

Jess Brewer Mr. Brewer who operates two collectives within the City of Redding
was in favor of the ordinances.
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Speaking in opposition to the ordinances were:

Speaker’s Name Comment/Issue/Concern

Tom Bosenko Shasta County Sheriff/Coroner Tom Bosenko voiced concerns
including: 1) The term “Collective” versus the term “Dispensary”
stating that the term Dispensary was not legally recognized by the
Attorney General; 2) The Dispensary ordinance should have
quantifications for inventory requirements; 3) The ordinances should
adequately address safety requirements such as alarm systems and
secure storage for inventory; 4) The Dispensary ordinance should
address requirements for food products; 5) Compliance with
building codes should be addressed for structural alterations,
specifically for electrical improvements; 6) Plants taller than six feet
should have specific fencing requirements; and 7) Larger parcel-size
requirements and/or setbacks should be considered.

Rick Arons Mr. Arons stated that outdoor gardens wont be 100% secure, permits
should only be required for renters and not land owners, and that the
permits were costly.

David Keef Mr. Keef spoke against regulating land use.

Joseph Griffin Mr. Griffin made additional comments stating privacy concerns and
compliance with the Health Insurance Portability and Accountability
Act.

There being no other speakers, the public hearing was closed.

Assistant Director of Resource Management, Richard Simon recommended additional
language for the Indemnification sections (J, K, & L) of both ordinances.  Mr. Simon made
the following remarks in response to issues brought up in the public’s testimony:

1. The Cultivation ordinance restricts the number of square feet allowed to be used for
growing marijuana.

2. The intent of the ordinances is to regulate land use and not to decide the merits of
marijuana as a medicine.

3. The term “Dispensary” is specifically defined as a land use in the ordinance.

4. Membership records will be retained by a Dispensary operator and are required to
be available for inspection by the County.

5. Verification of inventory will be subject to inspection.

6. Details of individuals’ medical conditions will not be retained in permit records.
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7. Safety could be addressed more specifically in the ordinances.

8. The memorandum that was distributed to the Commission contained revisions to the
Dispensary ordinance which specifically address requirements for food products. 

9. The Building Division has reviewed the ordinances for compliance with building
codes, and the ordinance would require that all Dispensary buildings comply with
all applicable codes.

10. The Cultivation ordinance requires view-obscuring fencing of at least six feet in
height and fences over six feet require a building permit and are regulated.

Commissioner Cornelius asked who would be in charge of monitoring code violations of
the ordinance.  Mr. Simon replied that the Code Enforcement section of the Building
Division would respond to code violations.  Commissioner Cornelius stated that additional
taxes should be imposed to cover the additional staff costs for monitoring the permits.

ACTION: By motion made, seconded (Rutledge/Franks), and carried unanimously, by Resolutions
2010-002 and 2010-003, the Commission recommended that the Board of Supervisors
conduct a public hearing and find the project Categorically Exempt from CEQA and amend
the Shasta County Code, Title 17, Zoning Plan adding Section 17.88.310, Medical
Marijuana Dispensaries, and Section 17.88.320, Medical Marijuana Cultivation and
amending existing Sections to include Medical Marijuana Dispensaries as a use permitted
by use permit, based on the findings in the attached resolutions and with the revisions to the
draft ordinances as recommended in the memorandum distributed to the Commission and
as recommended by staff during the hearing.

NON-HEARING ITEMS: None.

Assistant Director Richard Simon, presented a certificate of appreciation to Commissioner Roy Ramsey in
recognition of his service as Chairman of the Shasta County Planning Commission for 2009.

ADJOURNMENT:  The Planning Commission adjourned at 3:20 p.m.

Submitted by:

                                                                    
Dawn Duckett, Staff Services Manager
Recording Secretary


