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 SHASTA COUNTY 
 PLANNING COMMISSION 
                                                                                                                                                                                          
MINUTES    Regular Meeting 
 

Date:    January 12, 2012 
Time:    2:00 p.m. 
Place:   Shasta County Administration Center 

Board of Supervisors= Chambers 
Flag Salute 
 
ROLL CALL Commissioners  

Present: Roy Ramsey  District 4 
 James Chapin  District 1 
 John Cornelius  District 3 
 Dick Franks  District 2 

Darren Simmons  District 5 
  

Staff Present: Richard Simon, Assistant Director of Resource Management 
Rubin Cruse, County Counsel 
Bill Walker, Senior Planner 
Lio Salazar, Associate Planner 
Al Cathey, Public Works/Subdivision Engineer 
Dan Hebrard, Shasta County Fire Department 
Dawn Duckett, Staff Services Manager, Recording Secretary 
         

Note:  All unanimous actions reflect a 5-0 vote. 
 

Key:  California Environmental Quality Act (CEQA): Mitigated Negative Declaration (MND), Negative Declaration (ND), Categorically Exempt (CE), Other 
Exemption from CEQA (OE); Not Subject to CEQA (N/A). 

 
CONFLICT OF INTEREST 
DECLARATIONS: None. 
 
OPEN TIME: No speakers. 
 
APPROVAL OF 
MINUTES: By motion made, seconded (Chapin/Simmons), and carried unanimously, the Commission 

approved the minutes of December 8, 2011, as submitted.  
 
CONSENT  
ITEMS: None.  
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PUBLIC HEARINGS: 
 
R1: Use Permit Amendment 185-78A & Reclamation Plan Amendment 1-78A (Dicalite): The 

project site is located in the Burney / Lake Britton area, on parts of eight parcels with a total area of 
705.2 acres, located on the north side of Summit Lake Road, about 0.5 miles west of the 
intersection of Summit Lake Road and Clark Creek Road. Dicalite Minerals Corporation has 
requested approval to amend Use Permit 185-78 to include an additional 80-acre area (the north 
half of Assessor=s Parcel Number 022-200-008) for permanent storage of overburden and unusable 
mined material, and also for removal of a small amount of diatomaceous earth in the southeast 
corner. All other conditions of the Use Permit would remain as originally approved.  The request is 
also to amend Reclamation Plan 1-78 to include the additional 80-acre area and to reflect current 
and proposed reclamation practices on the remainder of the reclamation area of the project site. 
Staff Planner: Walker.  District:  3. Proposed CEQA Determination: ND.  Ex-parte 
Communications Disclosures: None. 

 
Senior Planner Bill Walker presented the staff report.  A memorandum was distributed 
recommending revisions to Condition 2.k of Use Permit Amendment 185-78A.  The memorandum 
also contained three public comment letters received by the Planning Division after the staff report 
had been circulated.   
 
The public hearing was opened and Rocky Torgrimson, representing the applicant, spoke in favor 
of the project.  There being no other speakers for or against the project, the public hearing was 
closed.  Commissioner Chapin pointed out a typographical error in Condition 2n. 
 

ACTION: By motion made, seconded (Cornelius/Franks), and carried unanimously, by Resolution 2012-001, 
the Commission adopted a CEQA determination of a Negative Declaration and approved Use 
Permit Amendment 185-78A, based on the findings and subject to the conditions, as amended 
(Condition 2.k) listed in the Resolution; and by Resolution 2012-002, approved Reclamation Plan 
Amendment 1-78A, based on the findings and subject to the conditions listed in the Resolution. 

 
R2: Zone Amendment 11-005 (Columbia School District): The project site is located in the east 

Redding area adjacent to the west side of Old Oregon Trail, on the northwest corner of Old Oregon 
Trail and Jill Lane.  The request is to approve a Zone Amendment to rezone four parcels, totaling 
about 8.5 acres, owned by the Columbia School District, from the Interim Rural Residential (IR) 
zone district to the Public Facilities (PF) zone district. The four parcels to be rezoned include 
properties identified by Assessor=s Parcels Numbers (APN) 077-180-011, 077-190-005, 077-200-
008 and 077-200-009.  APN 077-180-011 would be used to expand the school parking area.  APN 
077-190-005 would be developed with a solar panel array.  APN 077-200-008 is presently 
developed with the school=s baseball field. APN 077-200-009 is presently developed with the 
school=s basketball courts. The main school site, which is located on APN 077-180-004, is already 
zoned Public Facility. Staff Planner: Walker.  District:  4. Proposed CEQA Determination: ND.  
Ex-parte Communications Disclosures: None. 

 
Senior Planner Bill Walker presented the staff report.  The public hearing was opened and Clay 
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Ross, Superintendent of the school district, spoke in favor of the project.  There being no other 
speakers for or against the project, the public hearing was closed. 
  

ACTION: By motion made, seconded (Chapin/Simmons), and carried unanimously, by Resolution 2012-003, 
the Commission recommended that the Board of Supervisors conduct a public hearing and adopt a 
CEQA determination of a Negative Declaration and approve Zone Amendment 11-005, based on 
the findings and subject to the condition listed in the Resolution.  

 
R3: Zone Amendment 10-005 & Tract Map 1999 (Brannon): The project site is four parcels totaling 

48.07 acres. The site is located in the Palo Cedro area at the end of Tudor Oaks Drive, 
approximately 525 feet west of the intersection of Tudor Oaks Drive and Hidden Lane.  The request 
is to rezone the project site from the Rural Residential zone district combined with the 10-Acre 
Minimum Lot Area (R-R-BA10) zone district to the Rural Residential zone district combined with 
the Building Site Minimum (R-R-BSM) zone district. The rezoning would facilitate the merger and 
re-subdivision of the project site resulting in the creation of a total of ten parcels ranging from 3.72 
acres to 6.54 acres in size. Staff Planner: Salazar.  District:  3. Proposed CEQA Determination: 
MND. Ex-parte Communications Disclosures: None. 

 
Associate Planner Lio Salazar presented the staff report.  A memorandum was distributed 
containing public comment letters received by the Planning Division after the staff report was 
published and recommending revisions to the Conditions 8 and 20 for Tract Map 1999.  The 
Commission took a recess at 2:48 p.m., to review the public comment letters and reconvened at 
3:00 p.m.   
 
Commissioner Chapin suggested that areas of steep slope within the project be designated as 
wildlife easements.  The public hearing was opened and Ed Whitson, representing the applicant, 
spoke in favor of the project stating that the conditions as amended were satisfactory to the 
applicant.  Mr. Whitson told the Commission that wildlife easements would be difficult to enforce. 
 
Dave Keppon, a neighboring property owner voiced concerns regarding garbage pick-up, drainage, 
sewage disposal capabilities, road maintenance of Hidden Lane, location of power lines, and the 
location of the proposed access road.  There being no other speakers for or against the project, the 
public hearing was closed. 
 
Planner Salazar discussed traffic patterns for garbage pick-up, road easements and improvements, 
and stated that there would be no development on steep slopes.  Commissioner Chapin stated that 
the fire escape road should be gated to limit traffic. Al Cathey from the Department of Public 
Works discussed road maintenance and Dan Hebrard from Shasta County Fire Department stated 
that fire escape roads are usually gated.  Ed Whitson also told the Commission that the applicant 
planned to install a gate for the fire escape road. 

 
ACTION: By motion made, seconded (Franks/Cornelius), a second motion was made by Commissioner 

Chapin (seconded by Commissioner Franks) to add a condition requiring a gate for the fire escape 
road, and carried unanimously, by Resolution 2012-004, the Commission recommended that the 
Board of Supervisors conduct a public hearing and adopt a CEQA determination of a Mitigated 
Negative Declaration and approve Zone Amendment 10-005, based on the findings and subject to 
the condition listed in the Resolution; and by Resolution 2012-005, adopted a CEQA determination 
of a Mitigated Negative Declaration approved Tract Map 1999, based on the findings and subject to 
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the conditions, as amended (Conditions 8 and 20 and an additional condition requiring that the fire 
escape road be gated to limit traffic), listed in the Resolution. 

 
R4: Use Permit 09-015 (Leaf): The project is an approximately 20-acre portion of a 140-acre parcel 

located in the Big Bend area at the end of Hot Springs Road, approximately 0.45 miles west of the 
intersection of Hot Springs Road and Big Bend Road. The applicant has requested approval to 
modify an approved conceptual development plan and standards adopted with the Commercial 
Recreation (C-R) zone district that applies to the property. The applicant has also requested an 
exception from Shasta County development standards that require parking areas and driveways to 
be surfaced with asphalt.  Staff Planner: Salazar.  District:  3. Proposed CEQA Determination: 
MND. Ex-parte Communications Disclosures: None. 

 
Associate Planner Lio Salazar presented the staff report.  A memorandum was distributed 
recommending revisions to the Conditions of Approval.   
 
The public hearing was opened and Bill Gilbert, a neighbor, spoke in favor of the project stating 
that the project would have a positive impact on local businesses. Roxanna Sanders spoke in favor 
of the project, discussing the value of the natural hot springs.  Also speaking in favor of the project 
was Celeste Draisner who suggested that additional studies be performed and stated that local 
Indian tribes should be allowed to use the hot springs free of charge.   There being no other 
speakers for or against the project, the public hearing was closed. 

 
ACTION: By motion made, seconded (Cornelius/Simmons), and carried unanimously, by Resolution 2012-

006, the Commission adopted a CEQA determination of a Mitigated Negative Declaration and 
approved Use Permit 09-015, based on the findings and subject to the conditions, as amended (as 
recommended in the memorandum), listed in the Resolution. 

 
R5: General Plan Amendment 08-005, Zone Amendment 08-019 & Tract Map 1989 Continued 

from 12/08/11 (Miller/Deyle): The project is located in the Shingletown area on two parcels 
totaling 266 acres on the west side of Shingletown Ridge Road, approximately 1.0 mile south of the 
intersection of Shingletown Ridge Road and State Highway 44 East. The applicant has requested 
approval of a General Plan Amendment from the Natural Habitat 40-Acre (NH-40) designation to 
the Rural Residential B (RB) designation and a Zone Amendment from the Unclassified (U) zone 
district to the Limited Residential with the Building Site Minimum (R-L-BSM) zone district and/or 
other appropriate zone district, which would facilitate a proposed subdivision creating 41 
residential parcels ranging from 5 acres to 6.5 acres in size with a 39.58-acre remainder parcel. 
Staff Planner: Salazar.  District:  5. Proposed CEQA Determination: MND.  Ex-parte 
Communications Disclosures: None. 

 
Associate Planner Lio Salazar presented the staff report.  A memorandum was distributed 
recommending revisions to the Conditions of Approval for Tract Map 1989.  The public hearing 
was opened and Tim Maclean, representing the applicant, spoke in favor of the project stating that 
the conditions, as amended, were satisfactory to the applicant.  There being no other speakers for or 
against the project, the public hearing was closed. 
 
Commissioner Chapin stated that he was not in favor of changing the land designation from timber 
production (natural habitat) to residential. 
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ACTION: By motion made, seconded (Cornelius/Simmons), with Commissioners Cornelius, Simmons, 
Franks, and Ramsey voting AYE and Commissioner Chapin voting NO, and carried by a 4-1 vote, 
by Resolution 2012-007, the Commission recommended that the Board of Supervisors conduct a 
public hearing and adopt a CEQA determination of a Mitigated Negative Declaration and approve 
General Plan Amendment 08-005, based on the findings listed in the Resolution; and by Resolution 
2012-008, recommended that the Board of Supervisors approve Zone Amendment 08-019, based on 
the findings and subject to the condition listed in the Resolution; and by Resolution 2012-009, 
adopted a CEQA determination of a Mitigated Negative Declaration approved Tract Map 1989, 
based on the findings and subject to the conditions, as amended (as recommended in the 
memorandum), listed in the Resolution. 

 
NON-HEARING ITEMS: None. 
 
ADJOURNMENT:  The Planning Commission adjourned at 4:47 p.m. 
 
Submitted by: 
  
 
 
                                                                     
Dawn Duckett, Staff Services Manager 
Recording Secretary 


