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 SHASTA COUNTY 
 PLANNING COMMISSION 
                                                                                                                                                                                          
MINUTES    Regular Meeting 
 

Date:    January 9, 2014 
Time:    2:00 p.m. 
Place:   Shasta County Administration Center 

Board of Supervisors’ Chambers 
Flag Salute 
 
ROLL CALL Commissioners  
 Present:  
  Jim Chapin  District 1 
  Gene Parham  District 3 

 Roy Ramsey  District 4 
  Patrick Wallner  District 5 
  Dick Franks  District 2 
  
 Staff Present: Richard Simon, Director of Resource Management 

Rubin Cruse, County Counsel 
J.T. Zulliger, Shasta County Fire Department 
Dawn Duckett, Staff Services Manager, Recording Secretary 
         

Note:  All unanimous actions reflect a 5-0 vote. 
 

Key:  California Environmental Quality Act (CEQA): Mitigated Negative Declaration (MND), Negative Declaration (ND), Categorically Exempt (CE), Other 
Exemption from CEQA (OE); Not Subject to CEQA (N/A). 

 
CONFLICT OF INTEREST 
DECLARATIONS: None. 
 
OPEN TIME: Chairman Chapin announced that although Item NH 1 Zone Amendment 13-005 was a non-

hearing item, anyone wishing to speak regarding the matter could do so during open time.  
A time limit was set at five minutes per speaker. Regarding Item NH1 Zone Amendment 
13-005, the speakers were: 

 
 Deborah Orona who discussed the benefits of medical marijuana, the 10-acre minimum 

parcel size for outdoor grows, and the costs to grow indoors. 
 
 Cathy Cresser voiced concerns regarding the 10-acre minimum parcel size for outdoor 

grows. 
 
 Steve Goldsmith discussed the history of medical marijuana, legalizing cannabis, and the 

10-acre minimum parcel size for outdoor grows. 
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 Susan Bryant stated that the proposed ordinance will criminalize patients and is cost-
prohibitive.  She also questioned the proposed Categorical Exemption from the California 
Environmental Quality Act. 

 
 Curtis Keation stated that the proposed ordinance will criminalize patients and is cost-

prohibitive and discussed medical marijuana versus pharmaceuticals.  
 
APPROVAL OF 
MINUTES: By motion made, seconded (Franks/Ramsey), and carried unanimously, the Commission 

approved the minutes of December 12, 2013, as submitted. 
 
CONSENT  
ITEMS: None.  
 
PUBLIC HEARINGS: None. 
 
Director of Resource Management Richard Simon thanked Commissioner Franks for a job well done as Chairman 
for 2013. 
  
NON-HEARING ITEM:  
 
NH1: Zone Amendment 13-005 Continued From 11/14/2013 (Shasta County – Medical Marijuana 

Cultivation): The Shasta County Planning Commission will consider amending Section 17.88.320 
“Medical Marijuana Cultivation” and  Section 17.88.140 “Accessory Buildings and Uses” of 
Chapter 17.88 “Special Uses” of the Shasta County Code, regulating the location, number of plants 
and other aspects of medical marijuana cultivation and the location and size of permitted accessory 
buildings within the unincorporated territory of Shasta County.  Staff Planner: Simon.  District:  
ALL.  Proposed CEQA Determination: CE. Ex-parte Communications Disclosures: Commissioner 
Parham disclosed that he had telephoned local pharmacies to inquire as to the availability of 
medical marijuana.  

  
 Director of Resource Management, Richard Simon presented the staff report and noted that several 

public comment letters, which were received after the public hearing on December 12, 2013, had 
been distributed to the Commission.  Director Simon responded to questions from the Commission 
regarding the legality of the recommendation, the proposed CEQA determination, and the definition 
of a legal water source. 

 
ACTION: By motion made, and seconded (Franks/Ramsey) and carried unanimously, by Resolution 2014-

001, the Commission recommended that the Board of Supervisors conduct a public hearing to 
consider Zone Amendment 13-005, find the project exempt from CEQA and consistent with the 
County General Plan, and adopt an ordinance amending section 17.88.320 “Medical Marijuana 
Cultivation,” and section 17.88.140 “Residential Accessory Buildings” of Chapter 17.88 “Special 
Uses” of the Shasta County Code, Title 17, Zoning Plan, based on the findings listed in the 
Resolution.   
 
 
 
 

ADJOURNMENT:  The Planning Commission adjourned at 2:59 p.m. 
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Submitted by: 
 
 
                                                                     
Dawn Duckett, Staff Services Manager 
Recording Secretary 


