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GENESIS SOCIETY

a Carporation Sole

7053 MOLOKAI DRIVE
PARADISE, CALIFORNIA 95969
(530) 680-6170 VOX
(530) 345-0651 FAX
sean-jensen@sbcglobal net

September 16, 2005

North State Investments
Attention: Jim Maxwell

2751 Bechelli Lane

Redding, California 96001

Subject: Archaeological Survey, c. 106-acre Shasta Auto Mall Project,
Shasta County, California.

Dear Mr. Maxwell:

Per request, Genesis Saciety conducted a variable-intensity, complete coverage
archaeological inventory survey of the above referenced property, which totals
approximately 106 acres located adjacent to_the east side of Interstate 5, the north
side of Knighton Road, and the west side of Churn Creek Road, approximately 1
mile east of the Sacramento River, in Shasta County, California. Lands affected are
located within a portion of Section 29 within Township 31 North, Range 4 West, as
shown on the USGS Enterprise, California, 7.5’ series quad (see attached Project
Location Map).

According to agency definitions, proposed further development of this property
constitutes a “project” that could adversely affect various types of resources located
within the Area of Potential Effect (APE), which consists of the 106-acre land area
itself. Evaluation of effects to such resources must be undertaken in conformity
with City of Redding rules and regulations, and in compliance with requirements of
the California Environmental Quality Act of 1970, Public Resources Code, Section
21000, et seq. (CEQA), and The California Environmental Quality Act Guidelines,
California Administrative Code, Section 15000 et seq. (Guidelines, as amended
October 1998).

As part of the CEQA requirements, an archaeological records search was conducted
by the Northeast Information Center at CSU-Chico (IC File No. D05-41, dated July
11, 2005). Information Center records indicate the following existing conditions for
the 106-acre project area:

* Approximately 25% of the property has been subjected to formal archaeological
survey. Jensen (1998) conducted an archaeological survey for a proposed
development involving approximately 26-acres, located adjacent to the north
side of Knighton Road and the west side of Churn Creek Road. No cultural
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- resources were observed during the 1998 survey. However, a contemporary
ranch complex was observed within the property.

» No prehistoric sites or features have been formally recorded or otherwise
documented within the ﬁroject area. A few sites have been recorded within the
project vicinity, although again none of these will be affected by the Shasta Auto
Mall project, as presently proposed.

 Inview of moderate to potentially high archaeclogical sensitivity of at least
portions of this area for cultural resources, the Information Center
recommended an appropriate level of archaeological survey prior to approval of
any ground disturbing activities or primary changes in land use.

In addition to the official Shasta County archaeological records maintained by the
Northeast Information Center, the following documents were also reviewed during
the records search, or subsequently, in an effort to recover all relevant cultural data:

The National Register of Historic Places (1988, Supplements to 12/04).
The California Inventory of Historic Resources (State of California 2002).
The California Register of Historical Resources (State of California 2002).
The California Historical Landmarks (State of California 1996).

With this information in hand, Archaeologists Sean Michael Jensen and Rob McCann
proceeded to the projectsite on Wednesday and Thursday, September 14-15, 2005,
and completed a pedestrian field survey by walking non-systematic transects back
and forth across the project area, with transect spacing maintained at c. 10-25-meter
intervals. Property boundaries were easily determined on the basis of Interstate 5
to the west, Churn Creek Road to the east, Knighton Road to the south and
residential parcels to the north.

The project area has been substantially impacted by a variety of activities, including
especially historic through contemporary residential, ranching and commercial use.
As noted in the records search section, above, a contemporary residence, bam, and
ancillary ranching buildings were observed within the southern portion of the
property during the 1998 pedestrian survey. The residence and Eam have been
completely razed and the remaining outbuildings have been substantially damaged
and /or are so dilapidated as to no longer retain any degree of integrity. As well, a
contemporary commercial nursery operation is located within the southeastern
portion of the property. Grading, land re-contouring and other developments
associated with this commercial operation have disturbed both surface and
subsurface soils in that portion of the project property. Additionally, a commercial
Christmas tree farm is located within the northwestern portion of the property.
This facility includes a contemporary residence and several associated outbuildings.
As well, extensive grading related to access road construction, tree planting and
irrigation line placement have contributed to substantial surface and subsurface
disturbances within this portion of the property. Portions of both the south and
northeastern quadrants of the property consist of fallow, disced fields / pasture.
Finally, buried and overhead utilities and irrigation ditches are located within and
adjacent to the property.
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Specific findings from the pedestrian field survey are as follows:

Historic Resources: No evidence of demonstrably historic-period refuse
disposal or homesteading was observed within the property. The absence of this
resource type is best explained by intensive, contemporary disturbances associated
with ranching, residential and commerdal activities.

Prehistoric Resources: Evidence of prehistoric presence was observed within the
northwestern portion of the project area during the pedestrian survey. The
observed cultural material consists of a total of approximately 15 flakes, cores and
edge-modified tools of basalt, distributed within an area extending approximately 40
meters by 30 meters. Examination of lands at and in the vicinity of the 15+/- flakes,
cores and tools failed to identify any additional cultural material, and inspection of
rodent holes and other disturbed areas revealed no evidence of buried cultural
material suggestive of primary habitation, midden development, or other
prehistoric activities. Typically, limited surface finds of lithic flakes and cores do not
justify recordation as an archaeological site and warrant no additional treatment,
since isolated finds are common occurrences throughout the Redding area and do
not necessarily denote the presence of primary habitation (i.e., buried middens).

In the present case, however, the items observed include more than just one or two
flakes, and while the observed cultural items are not located adjacent to a natural
surface water source, the Sacramento River is located a relatively short distance
away (approximately one mile west of the observed cultural material). For these
reasons, these few flakes, cores and tools remain problematic with regard to the
question of whether or not a larger accumulation of cultural material is present
below the surface. Therefore, additional evaluation is recommended in order to
augment the findings of the present surface reconnaissance. The purpose of
additional evaluation is to make a more definitive determination as to whether
buried cultural materials are present at this location, and should include, at a
minimum, the following tasks:

1. Excavate between 5 and 10 shovel test pits (STPs) within the area in which
flakes and cores have been cbserved, maintaining excavation increments of
10 cm and sifting soil through 1/4” mesh screen.

2. Sort and count by 10-cm excavation level all observed cultural material
recovered, differentiating the assemblage in terms of major artifact categories
present. Return all excavated cultural material to respective STPs upon
completion of counting and evaluating.

3. Inspect exposed sidewalls in the excavated STPs for evidence of cultural lenses
or layers, or other indicators of the presence of prehistoric habitation.

4. Prepare a summary report upon completion of STP excavation, defending
one of the following general conclusions/recommendations:

106-acre Shasta Auto Mall Development Project, Shasw: County, Archaceological Survey, 911 6/05 Page 3
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* No evidence of prehistoric habitation or subsurface accumulation of
cultural material was encountered, and no additional subsurface
evaluation is warranted (except possibly a recommendation for
monitoring of initial ground-disturbing impacts within the subject area,
depending on spedific observations made during STP excavation).

« Evidence of prehistoric habitation and subsurface accumulation of cultural
material was observed and is present, in which case a recommendation
for additional evaluation (for example; excavation of formal test units)
may be appropriate, depending on (1) the density and depth of cultural
material encountered, (2) the range of artifact types and other cultural
materials present, and (3) an estimation of whether or not the observed
cultural material is primary to this location or perhaps represents
secondary deposition (disturbed deposit). The report prepared upon
completion of any such additional evaluation (formal testing) would
contain very specific recommendations as to any mitigation justified on
the basis of specific findings of the formal testing program.

Based on the above findings, it is recommended that additional archaeological
evaluation be undertaken within the project area, in order to complete the
requirements of an archaeological inventory survey per CEQA. Proposed specific
tasks of additional evaluation are detailed above, including reporting requirements
and probable outcomes of this work’in terms of any additional formal
archaeological testing or mitigative-level action or site treatment that might be
appropriate in order to conclude that potential project impacts to cultural resources
can be reduced to less than significant levels.

If you, the County or other review agencies have any questions concerning our

survey findings or recommendations, please don’t hesitate to contact me at your
earliest convenience.

Sincerely Yours,

Sean Michael Jensen, Administrator

KEYWORDS for Information Center Use:
Inventory Survey, Shasta County, 106-acres, USGS Enterprise, California, 7.5’
Quad, CEQA.
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. July 11, 2005
Peak & Associates, Inc.
3161 Godman Avenue
Suite A

Chico, CA 95973 .
ATTN: Mr. Neal Neuenschwander

1.C. File # D05-41
Record Search

RE:  Shasta Auto Mall
T31IN, R4W, Section 29
USGS Enterprise 7.5” and Redding 15° quadrangles .
Approximately 130 acres estimated from the project map (Shasta County)

Dear Mr. Neuenschwander,

In response to your request, a record search for the above-cited project was conducted by
examining the official maps and records for archaeological sites in Shasta County. Please
note the project area and a Y-mile radius is included in the record search.

RESULTS:

Prehistoric Resources: According to our records, no sites of this type have been recorded
In the project area. However, there is a site of this type located within a %-mile radius of
the project area (P-45-003548). This site is recorded as a small occupation locale with
midden and a scatter of basalt flakes and tools. The site is plotted in red on the enclosed
copy of the project map, and a copy of the site record is included. Additionally, there are
noted isolates of this type consisting of three basalt cores/tools and one basalt flake located
in the project vicinity. These isolates were noted during an archaeological survey for the
Marx Development Tract (I.C. Report # SH-L-388). ‘The project area is located in a region
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uttlized by Stillwater Wintu (Dawpom [*“front ground”]). Uﬁrecorded cultural resources
may be located within the project area.

- Historic Resources: According to our records, no. sites of this type have been recorded in
the project area or within a %-mile radius of the project area. The USGS Redding (1944)
15” quadrangle map indicates the project is located in the Stillwater Plains, ditches, roads,
and structures are located in the project area, Pacheco School, Churn Creek Road, ditches,
roads, and structures are located ini the project vicinity. The Churn Creek area was
originally settled by gold prospectors in the 1850s. The area and creek were named aftera
natural formation in the creek that looked like a churn, The first school in the area was
opened in 1875 and the original building was a hog barn. In 1884, a school house was

built. The Pacheco School and dzstnct was named after Gencral Pacheco, a govemor of-
California.

The USGS Red Bluff 1:250,000 (1894 [1905]) quad map indicates an unnamed road may

be located within the project area, and unnamed roads are located in the project vicinity

(see enclosed). The USGS Redding 1:125,000 (1901 [1905)) quad map indicates the

project is located in the Stillwater Plains, and Pacheco, the Southern Pacific Railroad,

Girvan, roads, and structures are located in the project vicinity (see enclosed). The GLO

plat maps for T3IN, R4W (1855 and 1885) indicates a road may be in the project area, and
_ unnamed roads may be in the project vicinity (see enclosed).

- Previous Archaeological Investigations: According to our records, a portion of the
project area has been previously surveyed for cultural resources. Additionally, there are
archaeological surveys conducted within a Y%-mile radius of the project area.  The surveys
are plotted in green on a copy of the project map and appropriate pages from the reports are
enclosed. As you requested, no further information regarding the J ensen report located in -
the project area is provided. The - Teports are listed below.

Survey Within the Project Area:
Jensen, Péter M. (Jensen & Associates) -

1998  Archaeological Survey, c.26-Acre Ehrlich Flying J Travel Plaza, Shasta County,

California (I.C. Report # 2009). A post-lQSOs house and bam were noted as a
result of this survey. :

Survevs Within the Y%-mile radius:
Jensen, Peter M. (Jensen & Associates)

1981  Archaeological Reconnaissance of the Charles Christensen Estate Property, Shasta -
County, California (I.C. Report # 598). Two sites were recorded as a result of this

survey. Neither of these sites are located in or within the %4-mile radius of the
project area.
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2003 Archaeological Inventory Survey for the Proposed Randall Dcvelopment Project,
¢.17 acres Near the Sacramento River, Shasta County, California (1.C. Report #

5629). Onme site, P-45-003548, was recorded as a result of this survey. This site is
located within a Y-mile radius of the project arca. ‘

Nelson, Wendy J., Maureen Carpenter, and Kimberly L. Holanda (Far Western

Anthropological Research Group, Inc.)

2000 Cultural Resources Survey for the Level (3) Communications Long Haul Fiber Optics
: Project (I.C. Report # 4658). Six sites were updated and numerous isolates were

located as a result of this survey. None of these cultural resources are located in or
within a Ve-mile radius of the project area.

Ritter, Bric W.

‘ 1987 An Archaeological Survey of the Marx Developmcnt Tract Near Redding, Shasta
County, California (I.C. Report # SH-L-388). Four prehistoric isolates and two
A.CLD. canals were noted as a result of this survey. The isolates may be located
within a Y-mile radius of the project area.

Wiant, Wayne C. (Caltrans)
1994  Negative Archaeological Survey Report for 02-Sha-5/PM 8.3-14.0/CU# 168/EA#
303000 (1.C. Report # 5401). No sites were located as a result of this survey.

Literature Search: Reviewed were the official records and maps for archacological sites

and surveys in Shasta County. Also reviewed were the National Register of Historic Places -
- Listed Properties and Determined Eligible Properties (1988, Computer Listings 1966
through 7-00 by National Park Service), the California Register of Historical Resonrces
(2005), the California Points of Historical Interest (1992), California Historical
Landmarks (1996), Gold Districts of California (1970), Historic Spots in California .
(1966), Place Names of Shasta County (1966), Handbook of North American Indians,

Volume 8, California (1978), and the Directory of Properties in the Historic Property
Data File for Shasta County (2005).

" RECOMMENDATIONS:

Based upon the above information, the project appears to be located in an area considered
to be highly sensitive for prehistoric, protohistoric, and/or historic cultural resources.
Therefore, we recommend that you contact the appropriate local Native American
representatives for information regarding unrecorded traditional cultural properties that may
be located within project boundaries for which we have no records.
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' The charge for this record search is $245.10 (2 hours of Information Center time @
$120.00 per hour, plus 34 copies @ 3.15 cents per copy). An invoice will follow from the
CSUC Research Foundation for ‘billing purposes.

Thank you for your concern in preserving California's cultiral heritaée, and please feel free
to contact us if you have any questions or need any further information or assistance.
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