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2.0 EXECUTIVE SUMMARY

This section provides a summary of the proposed project and its environmental consequences. It
includes a brief description of the project, a list of issues of concern, and an overview of project
alternatives. At the end of this secfion, a table is provided that lists identified environmental impacts
and mitigation measures.

Since this section is a summary of this document, it does not discuss various aspects of the project
in great detail. For a more complete description of the project, please refer to Section 3.0, Project
Description. For a more detailed discussion of environmental impacts, please refer to Section 4.0,
Environmental Setting, Impacts and Mitigation Measures. A more complete description of project
alternatives is available in Section 5.0, Project Alternatives.

2.1 PURPOSE OF THE EIR

This Draft Environmental Impact Report evaluates the potential environmental effects of the Eastside
Aggregates project, located in northeastern Shasta County. The project, which includes a rock
quarry, crushing and screening operation, concrete batch plant and asphalt plant, would occupy
approximately 109 acres of a 343-acre parcel.

Under CEQA, public agencies are charged with the duty to consider the environmental impacts of
proposed development project, and to minimize these impacts where feasible. The public agency
has an obligation to balance a variety of public objectives, including economic, environmental and
social factors (CEQA Guidelines Section 15021). The purpose of the EIR is to provide the necessary
information on the significant environmental effects of a project to public agency decision makers
and the general public. Additionally, the EIR identifies possible means to mitigate the significant
cifects of a project. The public agency is required to consider the information in the EIR when
making its decision on a project (CEQA Guidelines Section 15121),

2.2 PROJECT CHARACTERISTICS

The project applicant, Hat Creek Construction, proposes to establish a rock quarry operation. The
operation would mine rock from a volcanic basalt ledge located on the project site. The quarry
would be developed in three phases over a 30-year time period. It is estimated that 900,000 cubic
yards of material would be mined during the lifetime of the operation. While most of the rock would
be removed by equipment, some blasting would be required. Work days would be from Monday to
Friday, with occasional work on Saturdays. The maximum hours of operation would be from 4:00
a.am. to 8:00 p.m., with average hours from 7:00 a.m. to 5:00 p.m.

At the end of the 30-year period of operation, the quarry site would be reclaimed. According to the
proposed reclamation plan for the quarry site, most of the site would be revegetated with grass and
eventually be reused for industrial activities. The toe of the slope of the quarry face would be
planted with trees and shrubs. However, the face itself would not be replanted due to lack of soils
and the potential for erosion problems if resoiling was attempted. The former log pond sites would
be filled so that they may be used for future industrial activities.
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On the same site as the quarry, a portable crushing and screening operation is proposed. It would
reduce rock material to a desired size. A wet screening method would be used to wash the material.
The processed material would be conveyed to stockpiles. The estimated number of hours per year
the operation would run is 400 hours. The days of operation would be Monday through Saturday,
from no earlier than 4:00 a.m. to no later than 8:00 p.m.

A ready mix concrete batch plant would be constructed as part of the project. The plant would
consist of silos for material storage, a gathering hopper and a mixer. The plant would likely be most
active during the summer months, although it could operate all year. The estimated output per year
would be 8,000 cubic yards, The days of operation for the concrete batch plant would be Monday
through Friday, with occasional Saturdays. The maximum hours of operation would be from 4:00
a.m. to 8:00 p.m., with average hours from 6:00 a.m. to 3:00 p.m.

The project also proposes the construction of an asphalt plant. The plant would normally operate
during the months from April to October. The plant would have cold aggregate bins, a dryer, a pug
mill for mixing aggregate with asphalt oil, a heated storage bin and conveyors. Asphalt oil would
be stored in a tank that can be heated. The estimated annual production would be 10,000 cubic yards
per year. The days of operation for the concrete batch plant would be Monday through Friday, with
occasional Saturdays. The maximum hours of operation would be from 4:00 a.m. to 8:00 p.m., with
average hours from 6:00 a.m. to 5:00 p.m.

In addition, the project proposes a concrete trailer rental site, where trailers can be rented for the
transport of mixed concrete. Concrete could be mixed at the rental site. Also, the project proposes
an outdoor sales area for landscaping materials such as sand, gravel, cinders, rock and bark. These
materials would be kept in storage bins. Business hours would be from 6:00 a.m. to 6:00 p.m. To
allow for these activities to be conducted on the project site, the project applicant is requesting the
rezoning of approximately 24 acres from M (General Industrial) to C-M (Commercial-Light
Industrial). The proposed C-M zone would also include a 7,000 square-foot metal building
containing a truck repair shop. The shop would be used for the repair of vehicles owned by Hat
Creek Construction.

Retention basins, previously used as log ponds, would be used to hold surface runoff from project
operations. The amount of storage would be based on a 100-year storm. Since the basins have
excess capacity beyond a 100-year storm, portions of the basins would be filled during quarry
operations, leaving only the portion of the basins outside the reclamation plan boundary unfilled
when quarry operations cease. Future stormwater detention requirements on the site can be met
within the log pond area north of and outside the reclamation plan area, among other sites on the
property. Water would be provided by existing wells on the site. Sewer service would be provided
by septic systems. The project would require the extension of electrical and natural gas lines from
existing Pacific Gas and Electric Company (PG&E) facilities, The existing driveway approach from
SR 89 would be upgraded to “Type C” standards of the California Department of Transportation
(Caltrans), which typically includes a deceleration right turn lane and an acceleration lane.

Eastside Aggregates Project Shasta County
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The project would require the approval of a zone amendment, two use permits and. a reclamation
plan. The Shasta County Planning Commission must approve all these actions except the zone
amendment, which must be approved by the Shasta County Board of Supervisors. Other permits and
approvals would be required from other agencies.

2.3 ISSUES OF CONCERN

Prior to preparation of the EIR, a Notice of Preparation was issued notifying the public of the project
and requesting comments. Based upon the public comments received and preliminary environmental
review, the following issues of potential concern were identified:

o Aesthetics and Visual Resources
J Air Quality

. Biological Resources

J Geology and Soils

. Hazards and Hazardous Materials
. Hydrology and Water Quality

* Noise

. Recreation

Refer to Section 4.0, Environmental Setting, Impacts and Mitigation Measures, for a detailed
description of potential environmental impacts and measures to mitigate these impacts.

2.4 PROJECT ALTERNATIVES

In accordance with CEQA Guidelines Section 15126.6, this analysis considered feasible alternatives
to the project. The alternatives evaluated were as follows:

Alternative 1 - No Project

Alternative 2 - Alternative Sites

Alternative 3 - Alternative Aggregate Source
Alternative 4 - Restricted Hours of Operation

The analysis identified the No Project alternative as the environmentally superior alternative to the
project. Under the CEQA Guidelines, another alternative must be identified as environmentally
superior if the No Project alternative is considered the environmentally superior alternative. For this
project, Alternative 4 - Restricted Hours of Operation - is the environmentally superior alternative.

2.5 OTHER IMPACTS

Under the CEQA Guidelines, the EIR must discuss cumulative impacts when they are significant.
Cumulative impacts are defined as two or more individual effects which, when considered together,
are considerable or which compound or increase other environmental impacts. Several cumulative
impacts of the project were identified, none of which were considered significant.

Shasta County Eastside Aggregates Project
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CEQA requires that the growth-inducing impacts of a project be addressed in the environmental
impact report. A proposed project may result in direct and/or indirect growth-inducing impacts. No
growth-inducing impacts were identified with the project.

An EIR shall include a detailed statement in a separate section setting forth any significant effect on
the environment that cannot be avoided if the project is implemented. No significant and
unavoidable impacts were identified with the project.

2.6 SUMMARY OF ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACTS

Table 2-1 presents a summary of project impacts and proposed mitigation measures that would
avoid or minimize these impacts. The table also indicates the level of significance of each impact
before and after the application of the recommended mitigation. For detailed discussions of all
project impacts and mitigation measures, please refer to the appropriate technical section in Section
4.0, Environmental Setting, Impacts and Mitigation Measures.

Euastside Aggregates Project Shasta County
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