
DEPARTMENT OF RESOURCE MANAGEMENT
ENVIRONMENTAL HEALTH DIVISION

1855 Placer Street,  Suite 201
Redding,  CA  96001    (530) 225-5787

INSTRUCTIONS FOR MAKING PERCOLATION TESTS
(Method A)

Three test holes are to be placed in the proposed leaching area.  Do not conduct tests in unapproved fill material
or frozen ground.   When the test is begun, it is to be conducted continuously to its completion.  

The data recorded on the reverse side of this page shall be submitted to the Environmental Health Division for
interpretation.  

Step 1 Dig a hole to the depth of the proposed leach field,  generally 30 inches.   Contact the
Environmental Health Division if the proposed leach field is proposed for a depth greater than or
less than 30 inches as the measurement depth (12" and 16") may need to be modified.

Step 2 Record the measurements (depth and diameter) of test holes in the space provided on the back of
this page.

Step 3 Place a board across the top of hole; anchor it firmly.  All measurements are to be taken from a
MARK on this board which is over the center of the hole.

Step 4 Fill the hole with clear water.  When it drops to 12 inches down from the ground surface, record
the time of measurement and distance to water surface (12" below ground surface) in proper
columns on the reverse of this page.

Step 5 Allow the water to go down 4 inches and record the time of measurement to nearest minute and
the distance to water surface (16") in proper column.

Step 6 Fill hole to the 12" mark SIX TIMES EXACTLY as instructed, recording times and
measurements.  If SIX HOURS elapses before the test has been repeated six times, the test may
be stopped.

Step 7 Backfill the holes.

Definitions:

1. “T” = time for water to drop from first
   reading to second reading.

2. “Tc” = Total of previous and current times.
3. “H” = Generally 4" (difference between

              water depth at start and
                         end of test). 



PERCOLATION TEST DATA
(Method A)

NOT TO BE USED FOR LAND  DIVISION PRO JECTS

Property Owner                                                             Date                                    

Location                                                                     Weather                               

Per formed by                                                               

Hole N o._________________________

Depth____________________________

Diame ter or size___________________

Pre-soak?
Yes_________  N o__________

Location__________________________

_________________________________

Rem arks__________________________

_________________________________

Results:
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Hole N o._________________________

Depth____________________________
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Pre-soak?
Yes________  N o_________
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RESULT S:   I hereby certify under  penalty of per jury that these data are true  and corr ect,  and that correct test 
                           procedures have been followed.

     ________________________________________________________________


