
SUMMARY OF SHASTA COUNTY LOCAL AGENCY MANAGEMENT PLAN (LAMP) 
FOR ONSITE WASTE WATER TREATMENT SYSTEMS 

 
Assembly Bill 885 proposed to establish new, stringent state-wide regulations for the construction, operation and 
maintenance of Onsite Wastewater Treatment Systems (OWTS), more commonly referred to as individual septic tank 
and leach field systems.  The regulations were prompted by the contamination of groundwater in some coastal 
communities.  While the legislature determined that the same strict regulations should apply to the state as a whole, 
the “one size fits all” approach would have severely curtailed development in the majority of rural California 
communities and, after significant push-back, the State Water Quality Control Board’s OWTS Policy (OWTS Policy) 
was revised to allow local Environmental Health agencies, in coordination with their Regional Water Quality Control 
Boards, more flexibility to adopt revised standards and regulations for their area through a Local Agency Management 
Program (LAMP).  Although still mandated to comply with the revised OWTS Policy, the County will have some 
control over specific standards for siting, design, operation, and maintenance of onsite wastewater treatment systems 
in coordination with the Central Valley Regional Water Quality Control Board (Regional Board) through the County’s 
LAMP. 
 
The Shasta County Environmental Health Division has prepared the Draft Shasta County LAMP.  Here is a summary 
of the major differences from our current sewage disposal standards, followed by the anticipated timeline for review 
and adoption.   
 

1. The standards for land divisions, which have been in effect for some time, will not change.  They will continue 
to require minimum four feet of soil with adequate vertical separation from bottom of leach field to ground 
water, and a minimum half-acre disposal and replacement area for each new parcel supporting an individual 
OWTS.  Alternative dispersal systems or supplemental treatment may be required on a case-by-case basis. 
 

2. For new systems on existing undeveloped parcels, and existing systems on developed parcels requiring 
replacement or major corrective action, the minimum separation between the bottom of the dispersal field to 
groundwater will increase from the current standard of one foot to a new minimum standard of two feet with 
an alternative dispersal system, or supplemental treatment, such as aeration or sand filters.   

   
3. Additional data collection, inspection, monitoring, and annual reporting to the Regional Board will be 

required of both the owner and the County for alternative systems and systems installed under corrective 
action pursuant to the LAMP requirements.  For these systems both a permit for construction and a permit 
for operation will be issued to ensure that ongoing maintenance, monitoring, sampling and reporting are well 
defined and carried out.   
 

THE NEW STANDARDS DO NOT REQUIRE ANY CHANGES TO EXISTING WELL-FUNCTIONING 
SYSTEMS. The new standards will apply to new systems, replacement systems and corrective actions proposed after 
LAMP adoption and implementation. 
 
A Draft Technical Guidance Manual has been prepared by staff to provide details on the procedures and standards for 
system permitting, construction, operation, maintenance and reporting, and will be available for contractors and the 
public once it is completed. 

 
The Draft LAMP was submitted to the Regional Board for review on April 29, 2016.  The Regional Board will have 
up to one year to review and approve the LAMP.  Implementation will begin in the spring of 2017 with certification 
of the LAMP by the Regional Board, completion of the Technical Guidance Manual, and adoption of revisions to the 
County’s Sewage Disposal Systems Ordinance (Shasta County Code Chapter 8.40).  The County will begin applying 
these new standards in the spring of 2018. 
 
A copy of the Draft Shasta County LAMP, along with related documents, may be viewed on the Shasta County 
Environmental Health Division website at EHD@co.shasta.ca.us.    Should you have questions or would like additional 
information regarding the LAMP, the Technical Guidance Manual or the County’s current sewage disposal standards, 
please call 530/225-5787. 
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