


Roots of Our Health… Roots of Our Health… 



…Begin in early childhood…Begin in early childhoodg yg y

• Early Childhood Committee Early Childhood Committee 
formed

• Expertise in brain and child • Expertise in brain and child 
development 
H  d   bi  h t  • How do we combine what we 
learned with what we already 
k  t  k   diff ?know to make a difference?



The rest of the story…The rest of the story…yy

• 3rd Grade Reading Benchmark3 Grade Reading Benchmark
• Kindergarten Readiness Achievement 

GapGap
• Power of Parents



Learning along the life courseLearning along the life courseg gg g
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Focus: Birth to KindergartenFocus: Birth to Kindergartengg



Focus: Build Focus: Build EEarly arly LLiteracy iteracy SSkillskillsyy yy

Early Childhood Early Literacy Early Childhood 
Committee

Early Literacy 
Workgroup



The Shasta Early Literacy ProjectThe Shasta Early Literacy Projecty y jy y j
SELP is a community collaborative to help 

our children enter kindergarten with the 
language and literacy skills they need to 

read proficiently by 3rd grade.

Health and Human 
Services Agency



SELP’s 3 pronged approachSELP’s 3 pronged approachp g ppp g pp

ParentsResources

Community



What have we done?…..What have we done?…..So farSo farff

• Media and messaging campaignMedia and messaging campaign
• Reading events and activities for 

parents and childrenparents and children
• Book drives and book give-a-ways
• Little Free Libraries
• Engagement of business and civic g g

leaders



Media & MessagingMedia & Messagingg gg g

T k 10 & D I A iT k 10 & D I A iTake 10 & Do It Again!Take 10 & Do It Again!



Reading Events/ActivitiesReading Events/Activitiesg /g /



Book Drives/GiveBook Drives/Give--aa--WaysWays// yy



Little Free LibrariesLittle Free Libraries



Engaged local leadersEngaged local leadersg gg g



What’s next….What’s next….

• Multi-sectoral involvementMulti sectoral involvement
• Change the conversation

R h Hi h  Sh• Reach Higher Shasta
– Early Childhood Sub-Committee/SELP

• Targeted parent education 
• Little Free Libraries



We cannot afford to wait…We cannot afford to wait…

“Ch  th  fi t 5  d “Ch  th  fi t 5  d “Change the first 5 years and “Change the first 5 years and 
you change everything”you change everything”you change everythingyou change everything





Brain Growth vs. Public $$$Brain Growth vs. Public $$$



It’s called It’s called ILLILL--literacy literacy for a reasonfor a reasonyy




