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Frequently Asked Questions about Kinship Care

What needs to happen before a child can be placed in with me?
In order to be considered for a Kinship placement the potential relative/non-relative
caregiver must:

e Complete a Kinship application

e Complete a Home Study

e Complete a background check

e Submit fingerprints to DOJ

Once your fingerprint results have been returned and your background check is
complete, a social worker assigned to the case will present your application to Children
and Family Services who will then determine the best placement for the child.

Can | visit or see the child?
Yes, the social worker is responsible for arranging visitation.

What happens at the first court hearing?

The first hearing is called the Detention Hearing. At the Detention Hearing, the judge will
review information about the child and their family’s situation. The judge a) determines if
the child will remain in custody until the next hearing or be returned to the parents and
b) informs the parents of their legal rights. The parent has a chance to ask questions
and to be represented by an attorney. If they cannot afford an attorney, they can
request one be appointed. .

What happens after the Detention Hearing?

The next hearing is the Jurisdictional/Dispositional Hearing. At the Jurisdictional
Hearing, the judge decides if some or all of the concerns about the parents are true. At
the Dispositional Hearing, the judge decides whether the child should be returned home
or should remain in foster care.

If the judge decides the parent is unable to properly care for the child, the child
becomes a dependent of the court. The parents are then required to complete a plan in
order to regain custody of their child.

What other court hearings can | expect?

There will be court hearings no less than once every six months. The social worker will
write a report telling the court how the child and the parents are doing. You will also
complete a report telling the court how the child is doing. This keeps the judge updated
on the progress of both the parents and the child.
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Why am | asked if | can permanently care for the child, even when the parents are
doing everything the court has ordered?

The social worker must follow the rules of Concurrent Planning. This means that while
the parents are completing the requirements of their case plan, the social worker must
also plan for a permanent place for the child to live if the parents stop working on their
case plan.

Sometimes parents do really well for a while, but then something happens and they use
drugs or alcohol, commit a crime and get arrested, or stop visiting their child. If this
happens and they are unable to keep the child safe or continue with their case plan,
Children and Family Services must have an alternate plan for the child.

Can I go to court? Do | have to go to court? Does the child have to go to court?
You can go to the court hearings, but you do not have to. If you are in the courtroom,
the judge will ask you to identify yourself. The courtroom is not open to the general
public. Do not bring friends or other relatives to the court without talking to the social
worker first.

Often there is a long wait for a case to be called, so be prepared to wait. Once in the
courtroom, there will be a judge, at least three attorneys, and other court workers. The
child’s social worker and parents may or may not be in court. The child can go to court
also. If the child wants to go, please inform the social worker prior to the court date.

If you have additional questions, please call the Kinship Support and Training unit at
229-8287 or Children and Family Services at 225-5650.
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