
DSS 7232 (RHS – Placement of Child in Home) (7/8/05)  Page 1 of 2 

Children and Family Services 
General Information 

PLACEMENT OF CHILDREN IN THE HOME OF A RELATIVE 
 
When it becomes necessary for the protection of a child that he/she be removed from his/her home, 
the law allows for consideration of relatives as a placement resource for that child.  The law defines 
relatives as the child’s grandparents, aunts, uncles, and adult siblings. (Pursuant to Welfare & Institutions 
Code 361.3(c)(2) – “’Relative’ means an adult who is related to the child by blood, adoption, or affinity within the 
fifth degree of kinship, including stepparents, stepsiblings, and all relatives whose status is preceded by the 
words "great," "great-great" or "grand" or the spouse of any of these persons even if the marriage was 
terminated by death or dissolution. However, only the following relatives shall be given preferential consideration 
for the placement of the child: an adult who is a grandparent, aunt, uncle, or sibling.”) 
 
The department will consider other relatives and Non-Relative Extended Family Members when it is in 
the best interest of the child. (Pursuant to Welfare and Institutions Code Section 362.7, “A ‘non-relative 
extended family member’ is defined as any adult caregiver who has an established familial or mentoring 
relationship with the child. The county welfare department shall verify the existence of a relationship through 
interviews with the parent and child or with one or more third parties. The parties may include relatives of the 
child, teachers, medical professionals, clergy, neighbors, and family friends.”) 
 
The expectations of a relative who accepts placement of a child in their home are many, and are 
similar to those for licensed foster parents.  Relatives can be a valuable placement for children 
removed from their parents; however, a placement will not be made based solely on this relationship. 
 
Adults who would like to be considered for placement of a relative child who is in the Children and 
Family Services system must be willing to submit to an in-depth evaluation, including, but not limited 
to: 
 1. Completing an Application for Relative Placement packet. 

2. An on-site inspection of the home, checking for a safe, healthy environment and room 
to accommodate another child.  

3. Live Scan criminal record check and where indicated a background check related to 
health, and/or mental health condition on all adults in the home. 

4. Interviews with family members about the functioning of the family. 
 

If a relative child is placed in your home, some typical expectations of you would be to: 
 

1. Protect the child from any further abuse or neglect by the parent. 
2. Work actively with the agency towards reunification of the child with the parents. 
3. Transport the child to court, visits with parents, medical, attorney and counseling 

appointments, and to school, as necessary. 
4. Discipline and manage the child’s behavior without the use of corporal punishment. 
5. Participate in foster parent/kinship care training to meet the special needs of the child. 
6. Participate in counseling with the child as necessary. 
7. Cooperate with requirements of the Court, Children and Family Services and to be 

available for regular face-to-face contact with the child and the social worker. 
8. Maintain professional confidentiality in all aspects.  (Do not disclose any part of the 

case with anyone not legally entitled to the information). 
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It is expected that a child placed in your home will return to the home of his/her parent as soon as the 
Court and/or Children and Family Services determines that it is safe to do so.  If the child is unable to 
be returned to the care of one or both parents after six months for children under age 3 years of age, 
or 12 or 18 months with court extension for older children, a plan for a permanent out-of-home 
placement will be made.  You would be expected to participate in helping the child’s transition to a 
permanent home or, if appropriate, provide a permanent home for him/her. 
 
In order for Children and Family Services (CFS) to begin the evaluation process of your home, please 
complete and return the following forms as soon as possible: 
 
 1. Application packet for Relative Placement 

♦ DSS 7212 (1) – Application for Relative Placement 
♦ DSS 7212 (1)a – Background and Information page for each adult in the home 
♦ DSS 7228 – Authorization for Release of Information for each adult in the home 
♦ LIC 508D -- Criminal Records Affidavit signed by each adult in the home  
♦ Verification of Non-Relative Extended Family Member (if applicable) 

  
Return completed forms to: Shasta County Children’s Protective Services 

     1313 Yuba Street 
    Redding, CA 96001 

     ATTENTION: _________________________________  
(Social worker’s name) 

 
2. Schedule a Live Scan appointment by calling the CFS Live Scan clerk at 225-5855 for 

fingerprinting 
 

IMPORTANT INFORMATION  
FOR RELATIVES WHO LIVE OUT OF TOWN  

OR WHO CANNOT ACCEPT THE CHILD IN THEIR HOME AT THIS TIME 
Occasionally a child is not placed with an eligible relative because they live so far away it 
would hinder frequent visitation with the parents, or the relative has a strong interest in caring 
for the child, but has a compelling reason for not doing so now.  In either case, the child may 
be placed elsewhere.  Relatives who wish to be considered in the future need to maintain and 
strengthen their relationship with the child through frequent phone calls, letters, and, if 
possible, in-person visits as arranged by the social worker.  

 
Relatives who find themselves in this type of situation need to realize that the child will be 
settling in and attaching himself/herself to the family with whom he/she is living. Because of 
this, there will be strong consideration to the nature of this relationship and its benefit to the 
child before any decision is made to move him/her to the home of a relative at some future 
time. 

 
If you are requesting future consideration of placement of a relative child in your home, notify 
the social worker in writing of your desire to have the child placed in your home.  The social 
worker will, when appropriate, make a plan for you to remain in contact with the child.  If you 
do not follow the plan, you will not be considered.  If you do follow the plan, you will be 
considered, but future placement with you is in no way assured. 
 

Shasta County does not discriminate on the basis of disability.  Our ADA Coordinator may be reached 
at (530) 225-5515; relay service (800) 735-2922; fax (530) 225-5345. 

 


