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Public Health Advisory Board 

Agenda - Regular Meeting 
 

 

Date:  January 14, 2015 
Time:  12:00 – 2:00 pm 
Location:  Shasta County Public Health, 2660 Breslauer Way 

  Community Conference Room 
 
 

1. Call to Order and Introductions  

2. Public Comment Period (5 min.) 

To address the Board during Public Comment Time:  The speaker should approach the table and, after receiving 
recognition from the chair, give their name and affiliation prior to comments or questions.  Sixteen (16) copies 
of any written material used in the presentation must be provided to the clerk.   There is a three-minute limit to 
an individual’s comments, and the speaker may defer comments to a specific agenda item. Pursuant to the 
Brown Act, action or Board discussion cannot be taken on open time matters other than to receive comments. 

3. Action: Approval of Minutes (5 min.) 

a. Approval of Minutes – November 12, 2014  

4. Committee Reports:  

a. Executive Committee:  Theresa Flynn Gasman (10 min.) 

- Recommendations regarding joint meeting with MHADAB 

- Ideas for member involvement  

b. Membership Committee:  Brad Frost (5 min.)   

5. Director’s Report:  

a. Health & Human Services Agency: Donnell Ewert (5 min.) 

b. Public Health Branch:  Terri Fields Hosler (5 min.) 

c. Regional Services Branch:  Mary Schrank (5 min.)  

6. Group Photo: (5 min.) 

7. Health Officer’s Report: Prediabetes and Prehypertension: Andrew Deckert (20 min.) 

8. Presentation:  Communities in Action Grant, Jenn Snider, MPH (20 min.) 

9. Discussion:  (30 min.) 

10. Member Sharing (10 min.) 

11. Adjourn  

 

 

Next Meeting:  March 11, 2015 
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Public Health Advisory Board 
                                                Minutes for November 12, 2014                              DRAFT 

 
Item 1:  Call to Order:  
 
Chair Theresa Flynn Gasman called the meeting to order at 12:10 p.m. The following Public Health Advisory Board 
(PHAB) members were present during at least part of the meeting:  Joe Ayer, Carissa Ballew, Katharine Ann Campbell, 
John Coe, Theresa Flynn Gasman, Robin Glasco, Brad Frost, Barbara Jackson and Richard Yoder. 
 
Members not in attendance: Lori Chapman-Sifers, Jessica Delaney, Linda Heick Kilzer, Jim Holdridge and Cathy Wyatt. 
 
Others present: HHSA Agency Director Donnell Ewert, Public Health (PH) Health Officer Andrew Deckert, PH Director 
Terri Fields Hosler, PH Deputy Branch Director Brandy Isola, HHSA Regional Services Deputy Director Mary Schrank, PH 
Program Manager Kathey Kakiuchi, PH Program Manager Jenn Snider, Supervising Community Education Specialist 
Caedy Minoletti, Community Education Specialist Wendy Millis, and Executive Assistant Katherine Hughes. 
 
Introductions were made and Carissa Ballew was introduced.   
 
Item 2:  Public Comments – No Comments 
 
Item 3:  Action - Approval of Minutes 
 
a. July 9, 2014 
 

Motion: Member Campbell, seconded by Member Coe, made a motion to approve the minutes of the July 9, 2014 
meeting.  The motion carried by a unanimous vote of the members present. 

 
b. September 3, 2014     
  

Motion: Member Jackson seconded by Member Ayer, made a motion to approve the minutes of the September 3, 
2014 meeting. The motion carried by a unanimous vote of the members present. 

 
 Member Campbell requested other options be explored regarding the starting time of future joint meetings with 

MHADAB.  Branch Director Terri Fields Hosler advised this item would be put on the January agenda to be discussed 
further. 

    
Item 4:  Committee Reports 
 
a. Executive Committee: Chair Theresa Flynn Gasman advised that the Executive Committee met in October and 

primarily discussed today’s agenda which included prevention activities in Public Health related to substance abuse 
and the Ebola outbreak.   

 
b. Membership Committee:  Member Frost reported that they interviewed some excellent candidates and again 

reintroduced Carissa Ballew. 
 
Item 5:  Director’s Report 
 
a. Health & Human Services:  

 
Agency Director Donnell Ewert provided a written report (see attachment).  Donnell reported Dianna Wagner was 
hired as the Deputy Branch Director in Children’s Services. He gave a brief overview of her experience and expertise 
areas. 
 

 Donnell further advised they are now conducting second interviews to fill the vacancy left by Jim Livingston in 
Mental Health.  He hopes to have the position filled by the first of the year. 
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b.    Public Health Branch:  

 
Branch Director Terri Fields Hosler referred to her written report and added the following: 
 

 Terri advised another campaign is focusing on Pertussis (aka whooping cough) and is now playing on the radio 
and a poster is being developed with Partnership HealthPlan. Terri further reported the Gonorrhea prevention 
bus shelter ads and posters are placed throughout the community and staff is working with the sheriff’s office to 
look at prevention measures. 
 

 Public Health is working diligently with our community medical partners on Ebola preparedness and  
monitoring information from CDC and the State Health Department. There are currently no active cases of Ebola 
in California or Shasta County (handouts were provided). 
 

 Terri provided gonorrhea and measles posters for Board members to post in the community.  She mentioned 
that Channel 7 news recently interviewed Dave Maron about vaccinations and the whooping cough epidemic.  
 

b. Regional Services Branch:   
 
Deputy Branch Director Mary Schrank had nothing to add to her report. 

 
Item 6: Health Officer’s Report: Andrew Deckert, MD, MPH 
 
Andrew provided a PowerPoint overview on substance abuse and the increase in opiate abuse (see attached 
presentation).  He described opioids and their common use and noted that prescription drug abuse is on the rise 
including with youth. 70% of opiates are obtained from family or friends and were not prescribed to them. Andrew 
ended with details on the county’s syringe/needle collection program.  
  
Item 7: Presentation: Terri Fields Hosler, MPH, RD 
 
Terri provided a PowerPoint presentation on Alcohol and Other Drug Use Prevention Activities (see attached 
presentation). She gave an overview on the branch’s substance abuse funding and prevention strategies that includes 
funding from SAPT, realignment dollars and $50,000 per year from Statham funds. 
 
Discussion included teen substance abuse and binge drinking, prescription abuse, and marijuana usage.    The “Think 
Again Shasta” website was shared that includes local information on alcohol, marijuana, and most recently, prescription 
drug use.   
 
Terri concluded with stating the need to use data to drive our work, use of evidence based strategies, and the 
importance of collaborating with community partners. 
 
Item 8: Discussion: 
 
A wide variety of prevention strategies were addressed by the group, mainly focusing on pharmacy dispensing controls 
and guidelines to reduce the number of pills being prescribed.  
 
Item 9: Member Sharing  

Dr. Coe advised the Travel Clinic is up and running at Mercy Family Health.   

Chair Flynn Gasman mentioned the film “Code Black” was brought to the Cascade Theatre and was an eye-opening 
documentary filmed in an LA County hospital emergency room. The film highlighted issues facing our health care system 
today.   
 
Adjourned – 1:58 pm 



Health & Human Services Agency, Public Health & Regional Services 

Directors Report - Public Health Advisory Board 

January 14, 2015 
 

CURRENT ISSUES: 

 

Health & Human Services Agency (HHSA) Update:   

 Children’s Services recently submitted a self-assessment to the state as part of the child welfare system 

improvement planning process the state requires every five years. The final report with the improvement plan is due 

in mid-2015. 

 The state Department of Health Care Services has applied for a waiver from the federal Center for Medicare and 

Medicaid Services (CMS) that will allow the state to pay for residential drug treatment for all adults, including for 

social detox services.  They expect to hear back from CMS by April 2015.  Shasta County will then need to decide if 

it wants to opt into the waiver, which would require counties to do certifications of treatment programs. 

 Growth for 1991 realignment for FY 2013-14 was fairly robust, with Shasta County receiving in the neighborhood of 

$650,000 in growth dollars for public health, which will also increase the base amount in future years. While this was 

better than expected, it is only one year and we need more data to determine how growth will play out over time 

with the new formula in effect since the state took back 1991 realignment from counties to fund the Medi-Cal 

expansion. 

 Lisa Sol, the new Deputy Branch Director for Adult Services, will begin working for Shasta County later this month.    

She currently works for Butte County in the area of Adult Social Services and has previously worked for Humboldt 

County in the area of Children’s Services. 

 

Public Health Branch Update: 

 E-cig Regulations incorporated into Shasta County’s Tobacco Ordinance: On December 16th 
the Board of Supervisors voted unanimously to support amendments to Shasta County Code Chapter 8.45 

Smoking in Workplaces and Enclosed Public Places. These amendments will restrict the use of Electronic 

Smoking Devices in workplaces, indoor public places and stadium seating.  The amendments will take effect 

on January 15, 2015. There will be community education efforts by Tobacco staff to increase awareness of 

the health concerns of  

e-cigs and the ordinance changes. 

 Health Equity Award:   On December 4th, Shasta County received an Advancing Health Equity Award from The 

California Endowment for public health’s efforts to improve health equity and reduce health disparities in our 

community.  The honor, complete with a $25,000 cash prize, was awarded in recognition of our leading role in 

improving community health and preventing premature death by increasing education and career opportunities for 

local youth via the Reach Higher Shasta collaborative. 

 Accreditation:  We began our internal assessment process with 12 Domain Assessment and Recommendation 

Teams (DARTs) to measure our current situation against the accreditation standards and measures. This process 

will be complete by the end of January and then a project master plan will be created and presented to All Staff in 

May with timelines, milestones and a draft budget.   

 Ebola:  Public Health staff continues to work with our medical partners and the state in preparing for any potential 

travelers arriving in Shasta County from the affected areas in Africa.  This includes finalizing exposure monitoring 

procedures, assessment and transportation plans if in fact we do get a symptomatic traveler and media talking points 

around monitoring and quarantine procedures.   

 Healthy Shasta Retreat:  The Steering Committee of the Healthy Shasta Collaborative met for a day-long retreat 

in December to begin an examination of the existing goals, approaches, and structure of the collaborative. The 

retreat was organized and facilitated by staff in the Healthy Communities Division.  Partner members are poised to 

select and organize around a small number of obesity prevention projects with potential for significant impact in the 

community with details being developed over the next six months. 

 The CCS program had their annual Christmas party:  On December 9th, approximately 90 children and their 

families were in attendance. Music was provided by DJ Coby Harrison; staff worked on various craft projects with 

the children; the ever popular face painting booth was also provided by staff. Santa was there to present gifts (some 

of which were donated by Toys for Tots) to the children and their siblings. Plenty of food was enjoyed by all.  

 



 

Regional Services Branch Update: 

 The Covered Shasta Community Stakeholder group met on December 16, 2014.  Members discussed open 

enrollment efforts which started in November.  Other discussion topics included the tax penalty waiver; income 

entry updates for CalHEERS; pending renewals from 2014 enrollments and the MediCal Outreach and Enrollment 

Grant.   

 Shasta WIC staff worked with the HHSA Policy Council and Expanded Cabinet to design and approve an agency-

wide lactation accommodation policy.  This puts the agency in compliance with state legislation to assure break time, 

and a safe and inviting place, for employees to express breast milk.  It also allows our agency to “Walk the Talk” by 

modeling breastfeeding-friendly business practices.   

 Of the 99 participating families in the Shasta County NFP program, 100% of mothers did not have any subsequent 

pregnancies at 6 months after birth and 88% did not have a subsequent pregnancy by 12 months after birth.  

Pregnancy spacing is an important factor for reducing health risks to mother and baby.   

 MediCal Outreach and Enrollment Grant staff are collaborating with Mental Health, Perinatal and other local 

substance abuse treatment providers in promoting health care coverage enrollment for their clients.  Community 

Health Advocates are also working with the Sheriff’s department to encourage parolees to enroll in MediCal and 

CalFresh, thereby helping to prevent recidivism by meeting basic needs of food and healthcare.   

 

BOARD OF SUPERVISOR STAFF REPORTS (November – December 2014): 

 California Mental Health Services Authority Sustainability Funding for Suicide Prevention 

 Request to Approve Allocation of Statham Funds for Alcohol Prevention and Treatment Services 

 Amendment to Shasta County Code Chapter 8.45, Smoking in Workplaces and Enclosed Public Places 

 First Amendment to CA Dept of Public Health MOU and Ventilator Acceptance Agreement 
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