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Redding, CA— On Tuesday, February 4, 2014, the jury trial for the murders of Ralph
Torborg and Karl Bradshaw came to an end with pleas of guilty. With members of the Torborg
and Bradshaw families in court, the defendant pleaded guilty to two counts of murder in the first
degree. The defendant, Thomas J. McDonald, could have faced a maximum term in state prison
of 50 years to life under the convictions.

As part of the plea agreement, McDonald was deemed to be insane at the time of the
murders. McDonald will be sent to a state hospital to be treated for his mental illness. McDonald
will be facing the same maximum term, 50 years to life, in a state hospital and could spend the
rest of his life locked in a secure hospital.

The plea ended a trial that had lasted five days, with two of those days filled with the
testimony of witnesses including eyewitnesses, an assault victim, evidence collection, and
scientific and medical evidence. Two eyewitnesses saw the defendant attack Bradshaw while
Bradshaw sat in a pickup truck across from the residence in which McDonald had lived.

Testimony from former Shasta County forensic pathologist Dr. Susan Comfort tied the
wood splitting maul that McDonald used to kill Bradshaw to the murder of Torborg. Both men
suffered major blunt and sharp force injuries consistent with the weapon recovered from the
murder scene. Scientific testing conducted by California Department of Justice Criminalist
Laurel Medinger confirmed human blood was found on the clothing worn by McDonald.
Medinger also found blood on the maul, despite its being severely burned by the fire that also
engulfed Bradshaw’s truck.

The decision to allow the defendant to be sent to a state hospital rather than state prison
was based in part on the psychological findings of two doctors who examined the defendant. One
of those doctors is a local forensic psychologist appointed by the court to examine the defendant.
Both doctors found McDonald to be insane at the time of the murders. Witnesses at trial testified
about bizarre acts committed by the defendant in the weeks leading up to the murders, including
bizarre acts and statements made by the defendant on the day of the murder.
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A second phase of the jury trial would have been conducted to determine whether the
defendant were insane at the time of the murders if the defendant had been found guilty of any
crime. In that phase the defendant would have had to prove that he was more likely to be insane
that not.

The safety of the community is the primary concern of the District Attorney’s Office. To
ensure this defendant cannot harm anybody else in the future is of the utmost importance, and the
decision to allow the defendant to go to a secure state hospital for treatment is in line with that
goal.

The murder case has been prosecuted by Sara Van Slyke and Craig Omura, deputies with
the District Attorney’s Office. The crimes were investigated by Detective Logan Stonehouse,
Sergeant Brian Jackson, and other members of the Sheriff’s Office. Victims and the families of
the victims have been assisted by Barbara Dorris of the Crime Victims’ Assistance Unit.
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