
1525 Court Street 3
rd

Floor Redding, CA 96001  Phone: (530) 245-6300  Fax: (530) 245-6334

PRESS RELEASE

PRESS RELEASE

January 16, 2008

NO CHARGES IN DEATH OF SHERRY MANN

On Nov. 11, 2007, at approximately 8:13 a.m., a traffic collision on SR-299 claimed the life of
Sherry Mann, 58, of Redding. Ms. Mann had been riding her bicycle eastbound on SR-299 just west of
Wildwood Lane, when she was struck by Morgan Watkins, age 21, of Redding. Ms. Watkins was also
driving eastbound on SR-299 in her 1999 Honda Accord. Ms. Watkins told RPD Investigators that she
had reached into the back seat to retrieve her baby’s bottle when she struck Ms. Mann. Ms. Watkins
stated she didn’t see the collision, but heard it. She drove a short distance further, turned around and
returned to the collision scene. By then, the driver of another vehicle had stopped to give aid to Ms.
Mann. Ms. Mann later died of her injuries. There were no eye-witnesses to the collision.

Redding Police completed their investigation and referred the matter to the District Attorney’s
office. The case was presented as a misdemeanor vehicular manslaughter, a charge that carries a
maximum sentence of 1 year in the county jail and up to $1,000 in fines. Generally, those convicted of
this offense receive a community service obligation in lieu of jail. An exhaustive review of the case
facts was conducted by Sr. Deputy District Attorney Brent Ledford and he presented those findings to
District Attorney Jerry Benito.

After careful review of all of the facts and circumstances surrounding this event, I have
concluded that no charges will be filed in the case. First, there is insufficient evidence to prove the
location of the point of impact beyond a reasonable doubt. The lack of eyewitnesses and physical
evidence make this impossible. Proving beyond a reasonable doubt whether the impact was in the
roadway or off the roadway is critical. Although we believe that Ms. Mann was riding appropriately on
the shoulder of the roadway, as was her habit, there is simply a lack of any evidence to show that Ms.
Watkins drove out of her lane or off the roadway. In addition, there is no evidence that Ms. Watkins had
used any alcohol or controlled substance prior to the collision. Under the law, not every traffic collision
- whether a death results or not - is criminal. The focus of a criminal charge is the conduct and mindset
of the perpetrator. Finally, both Senior Deputy District Attorney Brent Ledford and District Attorney
Jerry Benito met with the victim’s husband, Dr. Russell Mann, regarding his thoughts and feelings about
the case. His desire was that we not proceed on the case for reasons that both Mr. Ledford and Mr.
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Benito understand and accept. The policy of the District Attorney is that in misdemeanor vehicular
manslaughter cases, the surviving victim’s immediate family is consulted.

For the reasons stated above, no charges will be filed. Our sympathies go out to the Mann family
and her many friends and supporters.

For questions regarding this case, contact District Attorney Jerry Benito or Senior Deputy District
Attorney Brent Ledford at 245-6310.


