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DISTRICT ATTORNEY REPORTS
SIGNIFICANT NUMBERS FROM 2007

With the close of 2007, the District Attorney’s Office has gathered the statistics for 2007 with
some interesting findings. Overall, the office filed 12,211 criminal cases (adult and juvenile) in 2007.
In 2006, 12,015 such cases were filed. This is a modest increase of 1/6%. Although the number of cases
seems to have leveled off this last year, the number of DUIs continues to rise dramatically. In 2007 we
filed 1,862 DUI offenses compared to 1,460 in 2006 and 1,033 in 2005. That represents an increase of
about 45% over the last 2 years. Increased focus on DUIs by law enforcement, the District Attorney,
Probation, and the Courts over the last few years coupled with the failure of many to curb this type of
behavior accounts for this increase.

On the positive side, for the second year in a row, the number of methamphetamine possession,
sales and transportation cases has decreased. In 2007, the District Attorney filed 498 such cases. In
2006, there were 599 and in 2005 there were 822. Over the last 2 years, there has been a decrease of
39% in the number of these types of cases. Although law enforcement efforts and public education have
remained steady through this period, some changes did occur. In mid-2005, the District Attorney created
a policy that required that all methamphetamine possession cases be charged as felonies instead of
misdemeanors. (Sales and transportation cases must be felonies under the law, but possession may be
either felony or misdemeanor). In addition, a new federal law sponsored by Senator Dianne Feinstein
and enacted in 2006 required that certain cold medications that contain the ingredients for making
methamphetamine, be placed behind the pharmacy counter. This does not mean that methamphetamine
is not a problem. This simply means that we are beginning to see progress in the war on
methamphetamine. On the downside, anecdotally, there appears to be an increase in the use of
prescription medication and cocaine.

We also have some year-end numbers related to the first year of the illegal dumping program
called “Don’t Trash Shasta.” We have prosecuted 5 individuals for illegal dumping since the start of the
program in March 2007. Three have pleaded guilty and were sentenced. The other two are still pending.
In addition, 29 dumpsites were cleaned up by the perpetrator in lieu of prosecution. The 1-866-61-
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TRASH telephone number received a total of 322 calls. From those calls, 195 cases were opened and
155 have been closed. In other cases, District Attorney investigators worked with and coordinated
efforts with the Shasta County Public Works Department, community groups and the Sheriff’s
abandoned vehicle program to clean up property.

For questions, contact Jerry Benito at 530-245-6310.


